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EPWORTH 

TOWN & COUNTRY DAY PARADE

SATURDAY  NIGHT

SALUTE TO THE US MILITARY
PARADE @ 10:30AM 
1K IN PRIZES

GRAND MARSHALS :
TOWN- JIM & SHEILA DOUGHERTY
COUNTRY- JOE & CORINNE MCQUILLEN

SATURDAY

TOWER PARK FOOD & 
BEVERAGE VENDORS
EPWORTH GUN CLUB
PIZZA FACTORY
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
DELANEYS ICE CREAM 

TODD ELLIS @ 5:30PM
HARD SALAMI @ 7:00PM

FIDELITY BANK
ICE CREAM SOCIAL  9:00-4:00 

T & C DAYS

YOU’VE BEEN INVITED TO ATTEND 

NO CARRY INS 
LIVE AUCTION

FOOD & BEVERAGES
KIDS ACTIVITIES

PARADE & LIVE MUSIC

FRIDAY 
SWEAT INSPIRE SISTERHOOD
WORKOUT @ 7:00AM
LOCATED AT TENNIS COURTS
NAMI & TRI-STATE WOMEN WARRIORS
5K WALK/RUN @ 8:00AM
CONTACT ELIZABETH MARNER: 
563-580-5808

TRUCK & TRACTOR SHOW 
  CASH PRIZES
MAIN STREET LINEUP @11:30AM

LIVE AUCTION @ 1:00PM
HOSCH AUCTION SERVICE

F O O D  &  B E V E R A G E :  L O C A L S  B A R  -  S I L K E R ’ S  S T O R E  -  S O N S  O F  T H E  L E G I O N   -  B O B C A T  B B Q  S O C I E T Y  -  D K S  D O U B L E  D E U C E

FREE ADMISSION 

PROCEEDS BENEFIT:
EPWORTH VETERANS MEMORIAL 

LIVE MUSIC @
DOWNTOWN 

STREET DANCE

AUGUST 1ST

LIVE MUSIC @ TOWER PARK

AUGUST 2ND

 KEN PFEIFFER
WJOD

@5:00PM

BLAKE JACK &
SOUTH 35

8:30PM

AUCTIONS
Church

St. John the Evangelist, 
Placid
Sunday, August 17th

St. Clement, Bankston
Sunday, August 24th

St. Patrick, Epworth 
Sunday, September 7th

St. John the Baptist, 
Peosta
Sunday, September 21st
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Epworth Community Historical Society
PO Box 434, Epworth, Iowa 52045-0434
The Voice of Progress is a quarterly publication. Issues are published in February, May, August, and November. Stories, letters, and articles of interest 
are always welcome. The Voice of Progress may edit for space and clarity and reserves the right not to print an article for any reason. All submitted 
articles and columns reflect the views and opinions of the writers and not necessarily those of the Voice of Progress. Every effort has been made to 
ensure accuracy. Neither the publisher nor the advertisers will be held liable for errors.

Friends of the Historical Society
The Historical Society would like to thank everyone who has contributed to the paper. Your dollars help with the 
publishing of this paper. 

Thank you for your support. The Epworth Community Historical Society is a non-profit organization. Your donation is tax 
deductible.

E.C.H.S. Donations and Advertising Rates
•	 Anyone wishing to donate items to E.C.H.S. call Tom Simpson @ 876-3160.
•	 Any donation of $100 or more to the E.C.H.S. is remembered with an engraved nameplate in the display case at the 

Gateway or on a nameplate at the Historical Society.
•	 Annual advertising rates (4 editions) - $60 for half business card size. VOP is published quarterly—February, May,  

August, November.
•	 To advertise your business call Sandy Kass @ 563-580-3102.

I would like to help/subscribe
Enclosed is my contribution of $__________
	 Defray the cost of publishing and mailing the Voice of Progress
	 Support the historical museum
	 VOP out-of-town subscription request/renewal 
	 Please enclose $15 for each annual subscription

Name _ ________________________________________________

Address________________________________________________

City__________________  	 State_________	   Zip_______________

Thank you  
for your support!
Please make checks  

payable to E.C.H.S. and 
mail to:

E.C.H.S.
PO Box 434 

Epworth, IA 52045

Contributions up to and including
	 $10.00 - Friend	
	 $11.00 - $25.00 - Patron 
	 $26.00 - $50.00 - Sponsor 
	 $51.00 - $99.00 - Supporter 
	 $100.00 & up - ECHS Benefactor

Our Donors
Friend: 
Patron: 
Sponsor: Carl and Carol Heying 
Supporter: 
ECHS Benefactor: Peter W. Brown                  

The Voice of Progress makes a great gift for out-of-town family members! 

“This project is being supported in whole, or in part, by a Purchase of Service Award from Dubuque County.”  

JEROD WOOSTER
GENERAL MANAGER

Cell: 319-480-0318
Email: jerod.wooster@thurnseeding.com 

Commercial & Residential Seeding, Sod, Filtersock, Silt Fence

563-542-0800  cell
rmccarthyrealtor@gmail.com
www.ronmccarthyrealtor.com

RON McCARTHY 
Realtor Estate Specialist

Schipper Family Chiropractic, P.C.
Specializing in total family care, infant to elderly

Kyle A. Schipper, D.C.
Chiropractor

     563-876-3777

210 Bierman Road
Suite F
Epworth, IA 52045

PARTY RENTALS, LLC
563-207-1962

C    S&

American Legion John White Post 650
American Legion John White Post 650 would like to thank 
everyone who attended our Memorial Day Services on May 
26, 2025. It was an honor to award a seventy-year certificate 
to Jerome Urbain for his service to our legion and to this 
community. I had said that I could find in our records only 
one other person, and that was Willis Rauen, with 70 years. 
And then I found another Legionnaire and that gentleman 
is Eugene Beau who is on his seventy-second year with our 
Legion.

Our new Legion is a really awesome place for our Legion 
members, Sons of American Legion, and our community. 
We are renting our facility for your activities, meetings, etc. 
Merlin Besler is taking over the rentals, so you can contact 
him at (562) 542-7125 for information. For emergencies 
and other information, call Dick Bries (563) 581-7012. 
We also have this information posted in the windows in 
front of the Legion. The Memorial is almost finished. We 
are waiting for the statue and there are four more stones to 
arrive, hopefully, in early August. 

Our Sons and spouse's appreciation dinner was held on 
May 17th, and a good time was had by all. 

May 21st the Legions new Maple tree was dedicated. This 
Maple tree was donated by the Sisters of the Presentation. 
Thank you, Sisters of the Presentation for this beautiful 
addition to our Legion.

July starts a new year for the Legion, and I will be asking 
for your 2026 membership dues for renewals.

The Legion will be in the T&C parade on August 2nd. Please 
meet at the high school parking lot by 10:00 AM or before, the 
float will be in line on Jacoby Dr. Any Legionnaire or Veteran 
is welcome to ride or march if you are able. The parade 
usually starts at 10:30 AM. The Town & Country committee 
will be using the legion for their base on T&C Days.

September 2nd Impact for Life will be having a BLOOD 
DRIVE from 3:00 PM to 6:00 PM at the Legion. Please sign 
up because there is always a shortage of blood, especially 
this time of year. Our Legion is planning our grand 
opening for September 6, 2025, from noon to 5:00 PM. 
Watch for more information on this occasion. 

We are also planning a contractor's appreciation event on 
October 10th. Again, watch for more information.

For rentals, contact Merlin Besler (563) 542-7125. For 
other information and emergencies, contact Dick Bries 
(563) 581-7012.

Legion Post 650
Dick Bries

Jerome Urbain receives the 70-year Legion certificate.
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Meet the Country Grand Marshals

Meet Joe and Corinne McQuillen – Country 
Grand Marshals

Joe and Corinne are true country Grand Marshals as 
both Joe and Corinne grew up on and have lived all their 
lives on a farm. Corinne was raised on her family farm in 
Bernard, after being born in Cascade at the prophetically 
named McQuillen Maternity Home. Joe's life has been 
“country living” since the day he was born in 1943 to Joe 
and Hazel McQuillen and was brought home to the farm 
his dad had purchased in 1936. The same farm Joe and 
Corinne would move to in 1970, purchase in 1972, and are 
still living on today. The picturesque farm is located east 
of Epworth on Old Highway 20. As with most farmers at 
this time, they milked cows, raised hogs, and chickens, and 
grew corn, hay, and oats. They also reared three children: 
Stacy (Lino DeCristofaro), Tim (Tracie), and Jeff (Rylynn).

Joe attended the one-room Johnson School house a half-
mile up the road from the farm in first to sixth grade. 
He completed his elementary schooling at St. Patrick's in 
Epworth. His graduation class in 1961 was recognized as 
the last class to graduate from Epworth High School, as 
Western Dubuque had consolidated most of the one-room 
schools the previous year.

Corinne spent her elementary years at Sacred Heart School 

in Filmore. Her graduation class of 1965 has the distinction 
of being the first class to have attended all four of their high 
school years at Aquin High School in Cascade.

Joe's life after high school included signing up for four 
years in the Air Force. He spent the first 18 months after 
boot camp in Tripoli, Africa, at Wheelus Air Force Base, 
serving in an administrative position, typing up personnel 
and inventory lists. The remainder of his service time was 
spent at the Vandenberg Air Force Base near Santa Maria, 
California. He continued his farming career after returning 
home. Joe also served as a Vernon Town Trustee for forty-
five years and on the Epworth Rural Fire Department 
Board for 45 years. Corinne's life after graduation saw her 
obtaining a beautician certification from Capri College. She 
worked at Roshek's in Dubuque and Angie's Beauty Solon.

Corinne danced into Joe's life when they met at a dance at 
the Dubuque Fairgrounds. They were married on July 27, 
1968. Corinne's and Joe's days soon consisted of field work 
and feeding and milking of a cow herd, which eventually 
grew to total seventy-two cows. They sold their herd in 
1989. Having time to do other jobs, Corinne drove a school 
bus for WD for fourteen years, and then went to work 
for the IDOT in Dyersville for seventeen years. Joe began 
working for McDermott Excavating for ten years after he 
quit milking. Corinne also worked with Diamond Tours, 
organizing, planning, and directing tours to various areas 
of the United States for twelve years.

In their retirement, they have enjoyed time with their 
children, their spouses, and their seven grandchildren. 
They have made up for the time they could not travel while 
milking, now having visited all but two states in the US, 
and many sites outside the United States. Hawaii, France, 
Italy, Germany, and Costa Rica were nice, but a trip to 
Panama with their children and grandchildren stands out 
in their memory as their favorite trip.

While no longer tripping around the world, they now 
enjoy cruisin' in their 1959 Pontiac convertible. They enjoy 
the fellowship of their Thursday Flashback group, while 
making stops at coffee shops and local restaurants for 
lunch. “When the convertible top is down, life is good.”
 
Congratulations to Joe and 
Corinne on being chosen as our 
Country Grand Marshals!

Meet Jim and Sheila Dougherty - Town 
Grand Marshals
A Hallmark movie or a Caitlin Clark tale—either could 
describe the lives of Jim and Sheila Dougherty, the Town's 
2025 Grand Marshals.

Jim was born in Peosta in 1936 and lived on a farm there 
until an explosion took the life of his mother and badly 
burned his father on December 30, 1945. He was just 9 - 
the youngest of two sisters and four brothers. The accident 
meant a move to a farm in Farley, and, eventually, another 
move to the town of Epworth, where on April 1, 1946, Jay, 
Jim's dad, bought a tavern. Jim liked the small town living 
and friendships he developed so much, he decided to stay 
for his next 80 years.

Jim attended Epworth Elementary/High School, graduating 
in 1954. He was a basketball and baseball player. While 
hanging out at the Log Cabin Drive-In on the corner of 
Fifth Ave and Main, his eye caught the attention of a pretty 
girl named Sheila Callahan. He asked the freshman to 
his prom Junior and Senior years, and she asked him to 
her prom Junior and Senior years! They were married on 
November 29, 1958, after Ralph Buchman, her principal 
and basketball coach, convinced her parents to let her 
marry Jim. Doesn't that sound like a Hallmark ending?

Sheila has lived in Epworth all of her 87 years. She was born 
in a house that use to stand by the gas station on Main Street. 
She was a middle child of six siblings. Sheila also attended 
Epworth Elementary/High School and worked at the Log 
Cabin Drive-in her parents owned. How did Mr. Buckman 
come to be such a supporter of Sheila? Being the Western 
Dubuque basketball coach, he noticed Sheila's skills on 

the basketball floor, when she was very young. When she 
became a seventh grader, he added her to his varsity player's 
list, where she stayed till she graduated! Girls basketball, 
during those years, was a six-on-six, half-court game. 
And Sheila was good at it! In a game against Sacred Heart, 
Monticello, she scored 69 points. Overall, in her six-year 
basketball career, she tallied 3,604 points. That's 600+ points 
per season! Thus, Sheila's parents respected Mr. Buchman's 
opinion of their daughter and gave her permission to marry 
Jim. Had Sheila been playing today, no one would be paying 
attention to Caitlin Clark!

Between graduation and marriage, Jim worked construction 
for Clarence Urbain and Conlon Construction before joining 
the army, where he ran heavy construction equipment in 
Germany. After an emergency leave caused by his father's 
ill-health, he was reassigned to Fort Leonardwood. Upon 
returning home, in 1958, he worked on the assembly line at 
John Deere for 34 years.

Sheila, in the meantime, worked at Dubuque Fire Marine 
Insurance Company and then at the Epworth Locker until 
they found out they were going to be parents: Dennis 
(Cheryl) was born on September 24, 1964. They adopted 
him in 1965, and Ronnie (Julie) was born on June 2, 1966.

After the boys started school, Sheila worked with Jean 
Bender and Helen Burds in the St. Patrick Lunch Program 
for twenty-five years. Later she transitioned to the St. 
Joseph lunch room, working with Judy Link and Darlene 
Besler and delivering food to the Peosta school.

Working and being parents did not stop their interest in 
sports. Jim played second base for the Epworth Legion 
team till he was 34. Both he and Sheila played softball for 
numerous years for Epworth teams. In 2019, they were 
added to the WD Hall of Fame for their constant presence 
as fans at multiple sports events for umpteen years, even 
after their four grandchildren graduated from WD.

In her retirement, Sheila plays Bridge with her local friends 
and acts as the official “putter” on the golf greens. One only 
has to wonder around their home to see Jim's mastery of 
woodworking through book shelves, hutches, picture frames, 
bar stools, and a complete three-piece bedroom set. Amazing!

To sit and talk with these two is to hear the history of 
Epworth! It's about time they said “yes” to being  the town's 
Grand Marshals! Congratulations, Jim and Sheila!

Meet the Town Grand Marshals
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Ryan Hoerner Awarded Wickham 
Educational Service Award
Congratulations to Ryan Hoerner of Epworth for being 
awarded the 2025 Wickham Educational Service Award. 
Ryan teaches mathematics at Western Dubuque High school, 
where he also coaches varsity football and girl’s track.

Ryan graduated from WD in 2005 and from Wartburg 
College in 2009. He started his teaching career at Senior 
High School in Dubuque, where he taught for nine years. 
He has taught the last eight years at WD. He humbly 
accepted the award giving credit to all his fellow teachers.

The Tom and Brenda Wickham Educational Service Award 
of $2,000 is presented annually to a Western Dubuque staff 
member. Tom and Brenda’s eight children chose this award 
to honor their parents’ more than 50 years of service to the 
WD district.

Jerome Urbain Honored for 70 years of 
American Legion Membership
As mentioned in the Legion news in this edition, Jerome 
Urbain was given a certificate on Memorial Day recognizing 
his participation in the Epworth Legion for 70 years. 
Jerome served in the Korean 
War and transported airplane 
radar equipment in Germany 
during his service. Josie was 92 
years old when he passed on June 
7th, taking with him a wealth of 
knowledge about Epworth and 
how it has changed. Thank you, 
Josie, for your service to your 
country and the town of Epworth.

Emergency Medical Service Volunteers 
Celebrated
May is the month to thank our EMS volunteers but we can 
never thank our volunteers enough for their generosity 
of time and willingness to keep their skills sharp through 
additional training. If you know or see any of the following 
Epworth volunteers, be sure to let them know you appreciate 
them. Dale Snyder, Kyle Gansen, Brett Featherston, Tony 
Krapfl, Shannon Kramer, Ian Rupe, Larry Wilgenbusch, 
Marty Berger, Kyle Knutson, Austin Schmit, Jake Reiff, 
Tyler Then, Nathan Kramer, Dalton Kramer, Kyle Mueller, 
Andrew New, Al Hoffman, Jack Kramer, Brian Mauliffe, 
Ben Wolf, Nick Elliot, Dakota Kramer, Ron Dougherty, 
Kyle Schipper, Tom Berger, Todd Kluesner, Ronnie Kramer, 
Steve Silker, Dan Neenan, Kelly Langel, Jacob Bonert, BJ 
Coyle, Hunter Overton, Matt Coyle, Andy Sprengelmeyer, 
Greg Featherston, Julie Mueller, and Mary Rausch.

New Service Offered to Aid Those Dealing 
with Dementia
As the baby boomers continue to age, one of the concerns 
that many face is dementia. Northeast Iowa Area Agency 
on Aging has recently announced the launch of Iowa's 
Dementia Service. This a free service for individuals and 
families who are dealing with dementia. Consultants 
provide personalized support, guidance, and resources. 
Contact DDS Consultation: Erick Hill, 319-287-1163 or 
email ehill@nei3a.org to learn more and take advantage of 
this compassionate and essential service.

Fundraising Ending Soon for Legion Building
Fundraising efforts by the American Legion John White 
Post 650 Capital Campaign Committee will soon be 
coming to an end. August 31st will be the last opportunity 
to make a donation towards the new Legion building and 
outdoor memorial area. The details and layout of the donor 
recognition wall will be finalized after September 1st.

Road Work Continues
The road work and sidewalk reconstruction continues on 
1st Street SE, 1st Ave SW and 1st Ave SE. This road work 
was badly needed and will enhance the infrastructure of 
Epworth. The county is also working on adding curbing 
and blacktopping two sections of Old Highway 20 leading 
into and out of Epworth under the viaducts.

Dollar General Market to Open Soon
Work on the Dollar General Market store across the road 
from Casey's in Epworth is continuing. The parking lot has 
been completed. Dry walling is being installed and shelving 
and refrigeration will be added soon. Opening date is 
hoped to be around the beginning of August.

Hoerner receives the Wickham Educational Service Award.
Photo credit: Mika McCool, Dyersville Commercial

Jerome Urbain

News Around Town

Legion building and outdoor memorial area.

Road work on 1st Ave SW.

Epworth Orioles Semi-pro Baseball News
Congratulations to the Peosta Cubs, who took 
home the championship title with a hard-fought 
4-3 victory over the Farley Hawks in the final 
game of the Epworth Tournament held May 7th 
-17th! The Epworth Orioles finished in third place. 

We want to extend a huge THANK YOU to 
everyone who made this tournament possible: 
those working the concession stands, running 
the announcing booth, preparing the field, and, 
of course, to all the teams who competed with 
heart and sportsmanship.

Even though the weather did not fully cooperate 
for the final two days, we were still able to raise 
over $1,100 in donations to support the Epworth 
American Legion Post 650 and their efforts to 
build their new Legion Hall. We were proud to 
present this donation on Saturday, and hope it 
helps them move one step closer to their goal. 
Thank you all for being part of something bigger 
than baseball. Until next year—Go Orioles!

Searching for a Winner
To win a $20 gift card to the advertiser of your choice, search through the latest issue of the Voice of Progress's advertisers 
and answer the question below. Fill out the rest of the form and deposit it at the entrance to City Hall. A winner will be 
drawn on September 1st. [Copies of this form are also available at City Hall.]

June's winner was Barb Klein. She correctly replied that Kyle Schipper and Mary Jo Kelchen are the 
names of the two chiropractors in Epworth. From our advertisers, Barb chose a $20 gift card from 
the Pizza Factory.

AUGUST QUESTION: “What is the name of the company whose logo is 'We Move the Earth'”?

ANSWER: ___________________________________________________  Page # __________________________

Name _______________________________________________________  Telephone number ________________

Address _____________________________________________________  City ____________________________

Advertiser of my choice for gift card  _______________________________________________________________

mailto:ehill@nei3a.org
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City News
Visit our website at www.epworthiowa.org for additional information and updates.

August 2025

UPCOMING EVENTS  
Epworth Market Two dates remain for this season: August 
20th and September 17th. Interested in being a vendor? 
Contact City Hall or visit the city website.  

Fall Garage Sales Set for September 16th – 20th (Tuesday 
through Saturday). Each location will list the days and the 
time of sales. To participate, stop at Fidelity Bank & Trust 
or submit online at www.bankfidelity.bank/media-events by 
September 1st. A Goodwill truck will accept usable items at 
the library parking lot (East Park) 110 Bierman Rd.

HALLOWEEN Trick-or-treat night will be held on Sunday, 
October 26th, 6:00 – 7:00 PM.

COMMUNITY SERVICES
Compost Free for pick up next to the Public Works garage, 
212 N Center Avenue. Compost provided in partnership 
with the Landfill Agency (DMASWA).

Yard Waste Disposal Curbside pickup is available with the 
purchase of $2.00 yellow tags sold at City Hall. Please use 
paper lawn and leaf bags. Twigs can be bundled.

Open Burning of yard waste is banned except for two 
periods of the year. The next open burning period is from 
October 1st to November 15th. Phone non-emergency 
dispatch (583-1711) to report your controlled burning.

Garbage and Recycling Service Bag and securely tie 
household garbage before placing in totes to help ensure it 
makes it into the truck. Electronics are free pickup except 
all laptops, monitors, and TVs require a $15 disposal tag 
purchased at City Hall. Appliance tags are required for 
appliance disposal and are sold only at City Hall ($10 each). 
Large items and extra bags can be disposed of with garbage 
tags – a $1.00 tag for each 40 pounds can be purchased at 
City Hall or Quik ‘N Handi. Glass can be dropped off in 

the purple dumpster located at the Asbury HyVee lot or at 
Ditmer Recycling.

Remember also that batteries and devices with batteries 
should never be placed in your recycling bin or with 
household trash. The Dubuque Metropolitan Area Solid 
Waste Agency works with community partners to increase 
recycling access for all batteries and battery containing 
devices. Special collection containers can be found at the 
Dubuque County Library Asbury branch or at the NICC 
Library Branch in Peosta.

Water Utility Bill Pay Options Enroll in Automatic Bill Pay 
to simplify your payment process. The automatic payment 
option will deduct the amount due on the due date with no 
additional fees. Contact City Hall for more information. The 
city also offers an online payment option through the city 
website where a payment service collects a convenience fee. 
If you use your bank check payment service, it may take 7-10 
days for us to receive your payment so plan to initiate your 
payment early.  

Go Paperless! Sign up for E-Billing Beginning November 1, 
2025, we will have the e-bill option for our water utility bills. 
If you would like to sign up, please call City Hall.

Passport services are offered at City Hall. Please call 876-
3320 for requirements.

Memorials along Jacoby Walkway A donation or 
memorial of $500 and above will be recognized with a 
plaque on a light pole. Memorials may also honor a loved 
one with the purchase of a bench and memorial plaque at 
the game courts.

Older Adults Home Modification Program (OAHMP)
The program provides low-cost, high-impact modifications 
to the home to help reduce the risk of falling, such as 
installation of hand railings or non-slip strips on stairs or 
in showers/tubs. The funding will enable low-income older 
adults to stay living in their homes, “aging in place” rather 
than moving into an assisted living facility. Contact ECIA at 
563-690-5791 or email seniorhelp@ecia.org.

563-876-3320

Be a Girl Scout!
Troops are available for  

girls in grades K-12!
GirlScoutsToday.org  

563-583-9169

West Dubuque Global Methodist 
Church News: Fall Festival
Join us for the Fall Festival and Artisan Market on Saturday, 
September 20th from 10:00 AM until 3:00 PM at the Epworth 
American Legion Post 650 on 206 West Main Street!

Free games and activities for the whole family, including 
our popular “Cake Walk”. Free entrance to the Artisan 
Market to purchase a one-of-a-kind piece from local artists. 
Get a free 4” x 6” fall family photo, or free hat and mittens 
for every child who attends (first-come first-serve, while 
supplies last). Turkey and dressing lunch will be available 
for purchase at our snack bar. Hope to see you there!

Worship: Sundays at 10:00 AM at St. Patrick's Church 
Hall, 102 1st St. SE, Epworth, Iowa

Epworth United Methodist News
Here at Epworth United Methodist Church, we said 
goodbye to our pastor at the end of June and are eagerly 
awaiting our new appointment. His name is Garrett Kilgas 
and he will start on August 31st. Garrett is currently a 
senior at Luther College going for a bachelor's degree 
in communication studies and is intending to enter the 
seminary at University of Dubuque in Fall of 2026. He is a 
lifelong Methodist and he is young, eager, and enthusiastic.  
We are looking forward to having him. 

Our church services are at 9:00 
AM every Sunday and everyone 
is welcome. On September 7th, 
we will be hosting a welcome 
brunch for Garrett after service 
(about 10:00 AM). Everyone is 
welcome to come meet Garrett 
and welcome him to our church. 

Come join the Epworth UMC for a chalk walk, crafting fun, 
and yard games! We will be in the park after the parade on 
Saturday, August 2nd from 11:30 AM to 1:30 PM. Join us 
Sunday, September 7th at 9:00 AM for church as we host a 

Blessing of the Backpack Ministry. Our church feeds over 
100 kids per week by providing bags of non-perishable 
food to them to take home on the weekends. We partner 
with schools around the county for this ministry. Kids are 
also welcome to bring their school backpacks to church for 
a blessing over them for the new school year!

To celebrate Harvest Sunday, Epworth UMC will be putting 
together Harvest Baskets – small baskets we’ll fill with little 
things like snacks, trinkets, produce from the garden, etc. 
These buckets will then be available to take to people to show 
them you care. We’ll be collecting stuff all through September 
and the buckets will be ready to deliver starting Sunday, 
October 5th. Stop by the church between 10:00 - 11:00 AM 
and pick one up or call for delivery (while supplies last). These 
baskets are open to all! If you’d like to donate items for the 
baskets, or to get one, contact Terrie Lenger at 563-543-4229.

St. Elizabeth Pastorate News
Parishioners for the St. Elizabeth Pastorate welcome Fr. 
Steve Garner, who offered his first mass in the Pastorate 
on Wednesday, July 9th. Father was born in Dubuque, IA. 
He was ordained in 2009. He has served in parishes in 
Dubuque, Elma, and Cedar Rapids.  

Mass time in Epworth is Sunday at 7:30 AM. Come and 
meet our new pastor at St. Patricks or any of the other 
parishes in the Pastorate. Greet and introduce yourself if 
you see him around town.

Register Now for Vacation Bible School
Community Vacation Bible School 2025 will be held August 
5th, 6th, and 7th from 9:00 AM to 2:00 PM at Phil Silker 
Pavilion in Epworth Tower Park. Our theme is: Magnified! 
Discovering the BIGNESS of God in the SMALLEST of things. 
VBS is open to children ages Pre-K to 5th grade. Kids in 
6th - 12th grade are welcome to join us as crew leaders! A 
registration form can be picked up and returned to Silker’s or 
Greenwood’s. For more information, contact: Shelly Rollins 
563-543-4515, Terrie Lenger 563-543-4229, or Mindy 
McDermott 563-543-2092.  

Garrett Kilgas

Church News

http://www.epworthiowa.org
http://www.bankfidelity.bank/media-events
mailto:seniorhelp@ecia.org
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Message from  
the Mayor
Sandy Gassman

It is once again time for Town & Country Days. The 
Committee has worked hard to get things ready. Thank 
you to all who help with this event. It takes many people 
to coordinate the parade, auction, bands, food, and other 
activities. Hopefully, there will be good weather. We know 
there will be lots of fun for everyone.

Epworth Market is held from 4:00 PM to 6:30 PM at the 
Phil Silker Pavilion on the third Wednesday of the month. 
There are several vendors with a variety of products. The 
August theme will be Touch the Truck with the Epworth Fire 
Department and the Epworth Police Department. Our Splash 
Bash (which was postponed from June because of weather) 
with bubbles, music, and fun will be at the splash pad. The 
September theme will focus on Suicide Prevention. Activities 
will include Elizabeth Marner, who will speak about the Be 
A Light Project and NAMI followed by a sunset walk.

I often hear complaints about cats. If the City traps the cats 
and takes them to the Humane Society, it costs us $85 per 
cat. That adds up fast. We do have traps you can use in your 
neighborhood. You can relocate the trapped cats or the city 
can help you with that. The best solution is to stop feeding 
the cats. As long as people continue to feed the feral cats, 
the problem will persist.

Beware of solicitors going door-to-door. Most of these people 
do not have a city-issued permit. Check their credentials and 
ask for references before purchasing anything.

Thank you to the Garden Club for keeping our community 
looking nice. The hanging baskets and the planters are 
beautiful. Thank you also to those who pick up trash as 
they are walking around town.

The grant for the new playground next to Silker Pavilion 
has arrived. We are looking at a September installation 
date. Check the Epworth website for details.

New playground installation

            Kennedy Painting

Scott  
Kennedy

563-543-2338 
Epworth, Iowa

Rausch  
Construction  
Company
7210 Casey Lane 
Epworth, Iowa

Highview Cemetery
A Non-Denominational Community Cemetery
Contact:
Bob Rolwes - 563-663-1182

Follow us on Facebook - ThreeRiversFSCompany | website - www.threeriversfs.com

Epworth Police Department
Wade Cosselman, Epworth Police   563-876-3050
The Epworth police personnel hope that everyone is having 
a wonderful summer! Just a few reminders:

•	 Please remember blowing grass clippings into the 
street is illegal. It is actually considered to be littering 
and punishable by a $100.00 fine (Epworth City Code 
9.32.010). The grass clippings wash into the storm 
sewers and plug the pipes. This is costly to repair.

•	 Residents may receive a nuisance reminder door-
hanger for different types of nuisances with their 
property. These nuisances could range from a lawn 
exceeding maximum length of eight inches, to sidewalk 
needs snow removed, or anything else in-between. If a 
nuisance has been noted, please take care of the issue 
in a timely manner.

•	 Going on vacation? The Epworth Police Department can 
do periodical checks on the exterior of your property. 
Email the Police Department at epd@yousq.net. Provide 
dates you will be leaving and returning, names of people 
who might be checking the inside of your residence, and 
the type of vehicle they drive. Leave contact information 
in the event something happens. This is a free service 
and all information is kept confidential.

We want everyone to have a great time for Town & 
Country Days, but with that being said, we also want 
everyone safe. There will be an increase of police presence 
with the assistance of the Dubuque County Sheriff ’s Office 
and the Iowa State Patrol. Enjoy the rest of the summer. 
BE SAFE!

Epworth Fire Department
Chief Thomas I. Berger, Epworth Fire
Thanks to everyone who donated and attended our 77th 
annual fire department picnic fundraiser in July. The annual 
event allows us to purchase and upgrade fire equipment 
that is not covered under our normal budget expenses and 
helps to keep our department going. I also need to thank 
the members, spouses, families, and retired members who 
continue to help out with the event. It is three busy days 
of setting up, operating the picnic, and then the Saturday 
morning cleanup. Thank you all!

We would like to congratulate Dalton Kramer, Jack 
Kramer, Dale Snyder and Kristi Wernimont for 
successfully completing the EMT class and passing the 
National Registry Exam. The five-month class wrapped up 
in May and they tested shortly thereafter. We thank them 
for taking the time and dedication to complete the class and 
furthering their education to better serve our community 
on EMS calls.

We look forward to seeing everyone during the parade for 
Town & Country days in August. We are especially thankful 
for the Grand Marshals: Jim and Sheila Dougherty for 
the town side and Joe and Corinne McQuillen from the 
country. Jim served on the fire department for 25 years and 
retired as the Assistant Chief. Jim was involved in many 
aspects of the department and was among the first members 
of the department to become a certified Firefighter 1 as 

well as an EMT. Joe also has a long history of serving our 
fire department, just in a different way. Joe served on the 
Epworth Community Fire Department Rural Board for 
forty-five years, many of them as President of the Board. 
He was involved on the board when local fire departments 
transitioned from membership based to taxation which 
required a lot of time spent in meetings. Joe and Corinne 
have been major supporters of the fire department. Thank 
you both for your service and congratulations to the 
Dougherty and McQuillen families.

Please be safe and aware of 
your surroundings as you 
enjoy the T&C days parade. 
Keep children darting into 
traffic to get the candy away 
from the large vehicles that 
have difficulty seeing the 
children. The safest thing to 
do is not throw the candy 
from the moving vehicle, but 
have walkers distribute the 
candy along the parade route. 
We hope you take advantage 
of the remaining summer 
months and have a safe, happy, 
and healthy fall and winter!

mailto:epd@yousq.net
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- Epworth Branch August, September, October

August Events
Craft Club: Pressed-Flower Tea Light Holder (Teens and 
adults) August 2nd at 5:00 PM
Join us for this monthly program to make a pressed-flower 
candle holder. RSVP recommended; drop-ins welcome.

Summer Adventures: Puzzle Week (Ages 5-12) August 5th 
at 3:00 PM
Stop by for snacks, crafts, games, and more! During Puzzle 
Week, kids are making a giant community puzzle.

Teen Adventures: No-Sew Bag (Ages 13-17) August 5th  
at 4:00 PM
Stop by for crafts, activities, and more!

Ready… Set, Go! Storytime (Ages 3-5) Wednesday August 
6th at 10:30 AM
Level up at your library with games, messy art, and possibly 
rowdy activities. Older and younger siblings are welcome.

Yarn Spinners (All Ages) Wednesday, August 6th at 5:00 PM
Calling all handicrafters! New and experienced crafters are 
invited to bring their current project, discuss crafting, and 
enjoy casual conversation.

Ready… Set, Go! Storytime (Ages 3-5) Wednesday, August 
12th at 10:30 AM
Level up at your library with games, messy art, and possibly 
rowdy activities. Older and younger siblings are welcome.
 

September Events
Epworth Storytime (Ages 2.5-4 but all ages are welcome) 
Every Wednesday at 11:00 AM
Bring your friends and join Teresa for interactive rhymes 
and songs, fingerplay, and stories.

DCLD Kids: Mini Art (Ages 5-12) September 9th at 4:30 PM
Join Miss Julia to make art for kids! September is all about 
Mini Art!

Teen Night: Zen Gardens (Ages 13-17) September 11th  
at 5:00 PM
Stop by to make your own Zen Garden!

Craft Club: Book Page Leaf Garland (Teens and adults) 
September 25th at 5:00 PM
Join us for this monthly crafting program to make leaf 
garland out of discarded book pages! RSVP recommended; 
drop-ins welcome.

October Events
Epworth Storytime (Ages 2.5-4 but all ages are welcome) 
Every Wednesday at 11:00 AM
Bring your friends and join Teresa for interactive rhymes 
and songs, fingerplay, and stories.

DCLD Kids: Pony Beads Pumpkins (Ages 5-12) October 
7th at 4:30 PM
Join Miss Julia to make a fall craft project for kids!

Teen Night: Haunted Painting (Ages 13-17) October 9th  
at 5:00 PM
Stop by to make a haunted painting!

Craft Club-Hand-Painted Tea 
Towels (Teens and adults) October 
23rd at 5:00 PM
Join us for this monthly crafting 
program to make hand painted tea 
towels. RSVP recommended; drop-
ins welcome.

WED: 10:00 A.M. – 7:00 PM
FRI: 2:00 P.M. – 6:00 PM

MON: 10:00 AM – 6:00 PM
TUE & THU: 3:00 PM – 7:00 PM

SAT: 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM
SUN: CLOSED

www.dubcolib.org  |  563-876-3388
aj@dubcolib.org (Kids)

lydias@dubcolib.org (Teen/Adult)

Regular Library Hours

Library Events and Activities

City Recognizes Volunteer Organizations
The City of Epworth, along with the Western Dubuque 
Lions Club, utilized the first Epworth Farmer's Market in 
May to recognize and honor the work of the volunteers 
who fill in the gaps to meet the needs of Epworth town and 
country citizens. Organization's representatives were given 
certificates acknowledging their contributions. Along with 
those pictured below, other organizations given certificates 
included Women of Service, Western Dubuque Lions Club, 
Epworth Historical Society and Voice of Progress, Epworth 
Park members, Divine Word tutors, and Boy Scouts and 
Girl Scouts.

Epworth Athletic Club

Epworth American Legion and Sons of the LegionnairesFriday Community Meals

Epworth Community Food PantryEpworth Garden Club

Epworth Clothes Bin Sisters of the Presentation Town and Country Days

Knights of Columbus UMC - WD Backpack Program Epworth Holiday Events
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      Epworth Family Chiropractic
Mary Jo Kelchen, D.C.

116 W. Main St.  
PO Box 282 

Epworth, Iowa 52045 
563-876-3231

Epworth Cabinet Shop
QUALITY EVERYONE CAN AFFORD

KITCHENS, VANITIES, BARS,  
ENTERTAINMENT CENTERS & MORE

ALL COUNTERTOPS

Eric Main - Owner
Phone/Fax:  563-876-3644	 Cell: 563-542-4057

epworthcabinetshop.com

563-876-3353     www.dwci.edu       info@dwci.edu

Reiff Funeral Homes and 
Cremation Services, Inc.

Serving Since 1959

FARLEY * EPWORTH * DYERSVILLE * CASCADE
115 East Main St.  Epworth, Iowa 52045         563-876-3666

Caring Hands Massage 
Connie Gibbs, LMT

318 Manchester Ave 
Earlville, Iowa 52041
563-920-1998

116 W. Main St. 
Epworth, Iowa 
563-876-3231

Certified Massage Therapist

Epworth
FAMILY

DENTISTRY

255 BBBBBBB RRRR EEEEEEE, IIII 52045
(563) 876-3396

McDermott Wall & Floor Repair 
Luke McDermott

Bowed & Cracked Walls
Garage Floor Repair & Coating
Concrete Raising & Leveling

Cell: 563-599-4588 
mcdermottwallfloor@yahoo.com

Hours 
Mon-Fri	 5:00 AM-11 PM 
Sat.	 5:30 AM-11 PM
Sun.	 6:00 AM-11 PM

206 S. Center Ave. 
Epworth, Iowa 
563-876-3800

(Quik ‘n Handi)

625 E. Main St.  Epworth, IA 52045

Purchase 6 oil changes, get the 7th free!

Bourek’s Certified Auto Service Daniel Bourek, owner
ASE Certified Master Automotive Technician 
ASE Certified Advanced Level Specialist

1/2 price alignment with purchase of 4 tires!

563-876-3007

Ament Services
Concrete Contractor

563-451-3860
www.amentservice.com

 
Dan & Angie Kramer

563-204-2047
107 W. Main Street  Epworth

Camp Little Cloud
RusticIowaVenues.com | 563-583-9169

Camp Little Cloud, our local 
Girl Scout Camp, is open to  
the community to rent for 

overnights and events. 

Kim’s Kreations 
110 North Center Ave. 
PO Box 301 
Epworth, Iowa 52045

(563) 876-3078 
Kim Simon - Owner

THE PIZZA FACTORY & FEED STORE PUB
     104 N. Center Ave.             Epworth

Pizza, Chicken, Seafood,  
Sandwiches, Salads & Mexican

563-876-3153

Plumbing - Drain Cleaning - Back flow Testing - Heating & Cooling - Electrical
Concrete Construction - Excavating - Trucking

East Iowa Mechanical 
East Iowa Construction

302 North Center Ave 
PO Box 59
Epworth, Iowa 52045

Office: 563-876-5573
FAX: 563-876-9063

office@east-iowa.com

Moonen Law Office
Licensed in Iowa and Illinois

111 West Main St. - PO Box 57
Epworth, Iowa 52045

563-876-3451

www.silkers.com

101 West Main
Epworth, Iowa
563-876-5575

Eastern Iowa Dairy Systems, Inc. 
105 3rd Ave NW  Epworth, Iowa 52045

John Gile & Jon Craigo 
563-876-3087
eidairy@iowatelecom.net

Kramer Mini-Storage
520 Richards Drive 
Epworth, Iowa 

563-542-3608 or 563-876-3425

Laminate Works, LLC

DIRK  DEUTMEYER
105 1st Street SW
PO Box 448
Epworth, Iowa 52045-0448

 
phone 563-876-3532

laminateworksllc@gmail.com

countertops  - laminate cabinets  - custom laminate products

Dan Connolly Construction

563-876-5500 Home 
563-542-0056 Cell
Box 29     
Epworth, Iowa 52045

Carpentry .Electrical . Plumbing

Then & Kramer Construction 
Shannon Kramer
Owner-Contractor-Builder

New Home Construction - Remodeling - Additions - Finish Work

563-543-8927
413 E Main Street 

Epworth, Iowa 52045 

RAUSCH'S SERVICE CENTER, INC.
15661 Ludescher Ln. Durango, Ia 

office 563-744-3704
HEATING, AIR CONDITIONING, 

ELECTRICAL & PLUMBING
30 Years Experience

Cornerstone Concrete
811 W. Main Street

Epworth, Iowa

DON RUSK | PRESIDENT
donrusk@ruskmetal.com

635 E. Main Street  
PO Box 271 

Epworth, IA 52045

563-876-3311 
Fax: 563-876-9402

800-235-7547  
www.ruskmetal.com

106 W. MAIN STREET
EPWORTH, IOWA

Rosiescoffeeh@gmail.com
Rosie's Coffee House
Rosiescoffeeh

Captured By Corbin
Photography

Allison Corbin
563.581.3884

www.CapturedByCorbin.com

563-542-1485

Spiegel Construction, Inc.
Nathan Spiegel 
563-580-5203

We Move the Earth

HEFEL PORTABLE  
SERVICES, LLC 
Aaron Hefel 
563-543-2951
Epworth, Iowa 
Hefelps@gmail.com 
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NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION
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Epworth, IA
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POSTAL PATRON
EPWORTH, IA 52045

Epworth Community Historical Society 
110 Bierman Road - Suite C
PO Box 434 
Epworth, IA 52045

Tom Simpson, President			  563-876-3160                     
Deb Connolly, Vice President    		  563-744-3158
Betty Mausser, Secretary/Treasurer	 563-876-3293

Historical Museum or Caboose tours  
available by appointment
Tom Simpson, President			

Voice of Progress 
Dianne McDermott			   563-543-3721
Sandy Kass				    563-580-3102
Betty Mausser				    563-876-3293
Jenna Gibson				    563-876-3353
Tom Simpson				    563-876-3160

Bulletin Board

Epworth Post Office  
103 N. Center Ave. | 563-845-2001

Retail Window Hours 
Monday - Friday
9:00 - 11:30 AM;  1:00 - 3:45 PM
Saturdays 9:00 - 10:00 AM

Lobby Drop Slot: Postmarked & sent same day 
Monday - Friday - latest is 3:45 PM

Outside Collection Box: Postmarked & sent same day 
Monday - Friday - latest is 3:30 PM               
Saturday - latest is 4 PM

Community Meal
The meal is served from 11:15 AM to 12:00 PM at the St. Patrick Church Hall in Epworth. Enjoy 
your meal while being entertained by the music of Emil Weber. Delivery service and carry-outs are 
available. All are welcome! For questions, or to order carry-outs, contact Sandy (563-580-3102).
 
Bread of Life 
Bakery items available Mondays, 8:30 AM to noon at the St. Elizabeth Pastorate Faith Formation building, next to the 
pastorate offices. Donations accepted.

Epworth Community Food Pantry and Clothes Bin
Both are open the fourth Monday/Tuesday of each month from 4:00 - 6:00 PM, and every second Saturday from 9:00 
AM - 12:00 PM or by appointment. Excludes holidays. The location is in the St. Elizabeth Pastorate Faith Formation 
building, next to the pastorate offices. Please call Patty 876-3890, Barb 876-3350, Karen 513-9001 for food pantry, or 
Michelle 845-1480 for Clothes Bin.


