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Epworth Community Historical Society
PO Box 434, Epworth, Iowa 52045-0434
The Voice of Progress is a quarterly publication. Issues are published in February, May, August, and November. Stories, letters, and articles of interest 
are always welcome. The Voice of Progress may edit for space and clarity and reserves the right not to print an article for any reason. All submitted 
articles and columns reflect the views and opinions of the writers and not necessarily those of the Voice of Progress. Every effort has been made to 
ensure accuracy. Neither the publisher nor the advertisers will be held liable for errors.

Friends of the Historical Society
The Historical Society would like to thank everyone who has contributed to the paper. Your dollars help with 
the publishing of this paper. 

Thank you for your support. The Epworth Community Historical Society is a non-profit organization. Your 
donation is tax deductible.

E.C.H.S. Donations and Advertising Rates
•	 Anyone wishing to donate items to E.C.H.S. call Tom Simpson at 876-3160.
•	 Any donation of $100 or more to the E.C.H.S. is remembered with an engraved nameplate in the display case at the 

Gateway or on a nameplate at the Historical Society.
•	 Annual advertising rates (4 editions) - $60 for half business card size. VOP is published quarterly—February, May,  

August, November.
•	 To advertise your business call Sandy Kass at 563-580-3102.

Contributions up to and including
	 $10.00 - Friend	
	 $11.00 - $25.00 - Patron 
	 $26.00 - $50.00 - Sponsor 
	 $51.00 - $99.00 - Supporter 
	 $100.00 & up - ECHS Benefactor

Our Donors
Friend: Darlene King, Lucille A. Re
Patron: Bonnie Hancock
Sponsor:  
Supporter: 
ECHS Benefactor: Dawn Paul

I would like to help/subscribe
Enclosed is my contribution of $__________
	 Defray the cost of publishing and mailing the Voice of Progress
	 Support the historical museum
	 VOP out-of-town subscription request/renewal 
	 Please enclose $15 for each annual subscription

Name _ ________________________________________________

Address________________________________________________

City_ _________________  	 State_ _______ 	   Zip_______________

Thank you  
for your support!
Please make checks  

payable to E.C.H.S. and 
mail to:

E.C.H.S.
PO Box 434 

Epworth, IA 52045

The Voice of Progress makes a great gift for out-of-town family members! 

“This project is being supported in whole, or in part, by a Purchase of Service Award from Dubuque County.”  

Epworth United Methodist
Services on Sundays at 9 AM at 102 East Main Street, 
Epworth, IA | 563-876-3193
www.epworthchurchia.org
We are a small but mighty community of believers, who 
want to faithfully serve God and our communities. We 
invite you to join us for faith, friendship and food!

New Leadership
We are pleased to announce that the Rev. Dr. Michael 
Blackwell has been appointed to our church. His first 
Sunday with us will be Sunday, July 5th. Dr. Blackwell was 
born in Philadelphia, PA, on July 19, 1955. He has pastored 

both Baptist and United Methodist 
churches. He is a published poet and 
author. He has written primarily about 
Martin Luther King Jr., nonviolence, 
pacifism, and the civil rights 
movement. Last year, he received a 
history maker award from the African 
American Museum of Iowa in Cedar 
Rapids. Please feel free to stop by 
some Sunday and meet Dr. Blackwell!

Epworth UMC 175th Anniversary Celebration
Join us October 8th-11th, 2026, for 
our 175th Anniversary celebration! 
The Epworth United Methodist 
Church holds so much history here in 
Epworth. We welcome all to join us as 
we celebrate with a trivia night, church 
tours, and more. More details will be 
coming so be sure to visit our website 
or Facebook page to learn more.

WD Global Methodist 
Church
Worship on Sundays at 10 AM 
111 1st St N, Farley, IA. 
Like and follow our Facebook page for 
updates! https://www.facebook.com/
wdglobal/

Fall Festival: Saturday, October 10th 

Church News/Updates
St. Elizabeth Pastorate News
The newly formed “Peosta Area Pastorate” (permanent 
name yet to be decided) is made up of 11 parishes that 
formerly made up the St. Elizabeth Pastorate in Epworth, 
Placid, Peosta, Farley, and Bankston; and the La Salle 
Pastorate with churches in Holy Cross, Luxemburg, 
Rickardsville, Sherrill, and Balltown; and, additionally, 
Immaculate Conception parish in North Buena Vista.

Parishioners from each of these parishes are currently 
calling sacristans, Eucharistic ministers, ushers, readers, 
and altar servers to sign up to serve in these ministries in 
churches in Peosta, Farley and Holy Cross. 

These three churches will be the only ones that will have 
weekend masses. 

By encouraging ministers to serve at various places, it is 
hoped that new and familiar faces will be seen at each of 
the weekend Masses, regardless of where you attend. 

If you are feeling a call to service in any of these 
ministries, but have not served before, call Krystal Smith 
for more information (563-876-5540).

Please refer to the schedule below for Mass times.

Dr. Michael 
Blackwell

http://www.epworthchurchia.org
https://www.facebook.com/wdglobal/
https://www.facebook.com/wdglobal/
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Meet the Country Grand Marshals – 
Bob and Dorothy Pitz
When you have lived almost a century, you have seen 
and experienced a lot. Memories flowed freely as 
Bob and Dorothy Pitz reminisced about their lives.

Dorothy (Koch) Pitz was born near New Vienna in 
1938. She attended St. Boniface Catholic School from 
1st through 12th grades. After graduation, she helped 
on her family's farm, raising chickens, ducks, and 
geese, which were sold to a store in Dubuque. “Every 
Saturday was butchering day,” Her farm background 
was something she had in common with Bob Pitz, 
a good-looking guy she met at a friend's wedding. 
On their first date to a movie in Bob's new car, the 
car had a flat tire, and she got a scolding from her 
parents for being out so late.

Bob was born in his family home in Epworth in 1936. 
He attended the Scott one-room school house for eight 
years and fulfilled his high school years at Epworth 
Public School. Bill and Marie, Bob's parents, had 
purchased two farms south of Epworth, and when Bob 
and Dorothy married on August 29, 1959, they moved 
onto the farm on Kidder Road, where they currently 
live. Over the next years, the couple was busy rearing 
their 10 children: Lynn, Bill, Lori, Lisa, Susie, Sandy, Jim, 
Barb, Bobbie and Jacque, and raising beef cattle and 
hogs. They worked side-by-side on the farm, with the 
help of 18-year-old Paul Merkes, who they hired in 
1978. He continues to work for them today.

The couple bought the farm in 1966 after Bill gave 
Bob the ultimatum, “If you want to build a silo on 
the farm, you have to buy it.” They also built a six-
bedroom house in 1977, after getting tired of freezing 
pipes, cold bedrooms, and the cramped conditions of 
the old farmhouse. The house is big enough for their 
thirty-three grandkids and 28 great-grandchildren (11 
who were born in the last 14 months). “We have a 
record of 28 people staying over in one night!” says 
the woman who is obviously not flustered by noise 
and young ones running around.

In the 1970s, the couple began raising Simmental 
breeding stock and in the 1980s added Angus bulls. 

The children began showing cattle at the DBQ county 
fair and were heavily involved in 4-H. Bob served as 
a 4-H leader for over 25 years, while Dorothy helped 
with fair projects and animals. Bob was named 
Outstanding Young Farmer in 1967. He was also 
awarded Outstanding Conservationist, FFA Honorary 
Chapter Farmer, and named to the Dubuque County 
Cattleman Hall of Fame.

They both are active parishioners at St. Patrick's 
Parish. Bob has served as the Grand Knight for the KCs 
from 1977-1979. Dorothy has served on the parish 
council, school board, and Altar and Rosary Society.

With ten children, many evenings and weekends 
were busy watching their children play in various 
sports. Dorothy recalls watching four of their children 
play in three different towns in one night. They did 
take one family vacation with the eleven of them 
riding in one station wagon to Six Flags in St. Louis.

A car accident on July 5, 2023, brought an 
unexpected and quick end to Bob and Dorothy's 
farming career. Sitting on their patio, they look out on 
the land that they tended to so lovingly, now being 
planted by their son, Bill. They watch the 16-row 
planter being pulled through the fields, but they 
are remembering the young couple who together 
planted two rows at a time 67 years ago.

Congratulations to the Country Grand Marshals, 
Bob and Dorothy Pitz!

Country Grand Marshals

Bob and Dorothy Pitz

Meet the Town Grand Marshals –  
Pat and Verla Horsfield
If you live in Epworth long enough, you will have a 
Silker's story. Pat Horsfield has several that affected 
his life big time. The first is the fact that he was born 
in an apartment on the second floor over the Silker 
Store in 1937. Christened Loras Patrick, he became 
known as Pat as he was the first child baptized in the 
newly built St. Patrick's Church. He was the third of 
nine children born to Walt and Cecelia Horsfield.

The second Silker story involves a certain young lady 
who was hanging out with friends on Silker's corner 
one night. Her name was Verla Besler. She was the 
fifth of seven children born to Joe and Mollie Besler. 
She had recently graduated from Farley, St. Joseph's 
High School and was working at the Epworth Savings 
Bank. Pat and Verla began dating and soon set June 
13, 1959, for a wedding date. Verla continued working 
at the bank for five years until the first of their five 
children was born: Marty, Maureen, Melinda, Mike, 
and Matt—the 5Ms. The couple took up residence in 
Epworth on 519 W. Main Street, eventually building 
their current home at 500 E. Main Street in 1980.

Pat, who had attended the Taylor one-room 
school for the first eight years of his education, 
began working for construction companies after 
graduating from the Epworth Public School. His first 
job was working on the new two-lane Hwy 20 road 
from Farley to Dubuque with Tobin Construction. 
Other construction companies followed: Schueller 
Construction, Tri-State Paving, Fondell, and 
Tschiggfrie Excavating for fourteen years.

During this time, the third life-changing Silker story 
happened in 1972 when Ronny Silker told Pat, “If 
Epworth doesn't develop land for building houses, 
Epworth will die.” With that guidance, Pat and Verla, 
and fellow land developer, Dave Bierman, bought 
Kenneth Kennedy's 167-acre farm on the east side 
of Epworth and began installing sewer and water 
lines and building streets on which over 100 houses 
have currently been built. These houses are located 
in the 5M subdivision and others in the east-side 

subdivision. With each move, Pat “met lots of good 
people and gained a hands-on education in various 
kinds of construction”, leading him and Verla to 
starting their own company, Horsfield Construction, 
in 1984. The business grew from a starting crew of 6 
to 120 employees by 2002.

The shop, which began in a trailer, moved to a 
garage near the house, and in 1991 was relocated 
to the northern side of Old Hwy 20 at 505 East Main 
Street. All five kids eventually joined the company as 
employees on the worksites and helped to establish, 
in addition, the Horsfield Ready Mix Company in 
three locations, plus a mobile plant.

Pat remembers some of the bigger jobs being the 
entrance to the Cedar Rapids airport and the County 
Home Road, changing Hwy 13 from four to six lanes 
all the way to Interstate 380.

As the Horsfields watched equipment change from 
small manually-operated equipment to ever-larger 
electronic computer-operated equipment, they 
began to think about retirement. Today, they enjoy 
going out for breakfast with their 15 grandchildren, 
13 great-grandchildren and 2 great-great 
grandchildren, while driving on the roads that their 
companies built.

Congratulations, to our Town Grand Marshals, Pat 
and Verla Horsfield!

Town Grand Marshals

Verla and Pat Horsfield
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RAGBRAI (The Register's Annual Great 
Bicycle Ride Across Iowa)
Bikes, bikes, and more bikes and their riders will be 
rolling through the streets of Epworth on Saturday, 
July 25th. RAGBRAI is the oldest, biggest and longest 
recreational bicycle touring event in the world. Riders 
participate from all 50 states and many countries. As 
this issue goes to print before this event happens, all 
that can be said is that there will be offerings, such 
as pie, egg rolls, picture taking, and drinks offered to 
all who ride through on Epworth's Main Street. Over 

10,000+ riders 
are expected. 
May they 
experience our 
small town as 
welcoming and 
want to come 
back for a longer 
stay someday.

Fall Garage Sales
Fall Garage Sales are set for September 15th – 19th 
(Tuesday through Saturday). Each location will list 
the days and the time of sales. To participate, stop 
at Fidelity Bank & Trust or submit online at www.
bankfidelity.bank/media-events by September 1st. A 
Goodwill truck will accept usable items at the library 
parking lot (East Park) 110 Bierman Rd.

Halloween
Epworth Trick-or-treat night 
will be held on Sunday, Oct. 
25th, 6:00 - 7:00 PM.

Award Winners!
Neil McDermott was given a 
posthumous contributor award 
during the Dubuque County Baseball 
Hall of Fame Induction ceremony on 
July 17, 2026. This award is given to 
honor Neal for all of the coaching 
and promoting of baseball he did 
over the years.

Congratulations to the Dubuque County American 
Legion Minutemen team on winning the American 
Legion Iowa State Baseball Championship. These high 

school players from around the Dubuque and Western 
Dubuque areas will now advance to regional play in 
August, possibly in Fargo, N.D. The team is coached by 
Ronnie Kramer, Rob Hoerner, and Dennis Jaeger.

The Farley American Legion Post #656 honored Don 
Link with a certificate for 50 years of membership.

Epworth Postmaster Retires
Dawn Paul recently retired as Epworth's postmaster. 
The Historical Society received the note below 
and a donation from her: “I have been blessed 
to have worked with friends/VOP for the last 14 
years. I started as the Officer-in Charge at the 
Epworth post office on April 1, 2014, and became 
Epworth Postmaster on August 23, 2014. It has 
been a pleasure to be part of Epworth's history. My 
retirement date was April 30, 2026.”

Dawn lives in Maquoketa, IA. The citizens of Epworth 
thank her for her years of service. We welcome 
Stephanie Sanders as our new postmaster.

Historical Society and Museum
Thanks to some hardworking citizens who are trying 
to reorganize the Epworth Historical Museum. Many 
people have contributed historical pieces reflecting 
Epworth's history. Unfortunately, the space on the 
west side of the Epworth Library building is not large 
and so decisions have to be made about what to 
keep and what to display. 

If you would like to lend a hand with this project, 
help organize displays, sort through files, etc., please 
contact any member of the historical society who is 
listed on the back page of this issue of the Voice of 
Progress. Your help will be much appreciated.

Red Book Update Work Continues
John Schwendinger, Bill Mausser, Allan Ede and Fr. 
Joseph Simon wrote and edited a book for the Bi-
centennial, called the History of Epworth, Iowa, that 
recorded the history of Epworth from its beginning 
up to 1976. A number of people in our city have 
agreed to take sections of this book and update it to 
the current time in preparation for the printing of a 
new book for the 2030 sesquicentennial of our town. 
If interested in joining in on this project, contact 
Dianne McDermott at 563-543-3721.

Neil 
McDermott

News Around Town
Epworth Market
Two dates remain this season for the Epworth 
Farmer's Market--August 19th and September 16th--

at Tower Park and Silker 
Pavilion from 4:00 to 
6:30 PM. Interested 
in being a vendor? 
Contact City Hall or visit 
the City website.  

Garden Club Fundraisers
The Epworth Garden Club would like to thank those 
who purchased flowers or donated during our flower 
fundraising sale. Special thanks to Alan Hoffmann, 
Bill Kramer, Beeps Lahey, Luke McDermott and 
Dawn Wilwert for helping us get the flowers. Thanks 
to Silkers for letting us use the stand and parking 
lot. Thanks to Jeff Bohle, Ronnie Horsfield and the 
Epworth city workers (Ronnie Kramer, Tyler Then, 
Dalton Kramer) for making the brackets, hanging, 
watering, and all the help throughout the year.

Current members 
are JoAnn Besler, 
Renae Bettcher, 
Connie Bohle, Vanita 
Bries, Amy Kramer, 
Bobbie Kramer, JoAnn 
Kramer, Susie Kramer, 
Jodi Kronlage, Angie 
McDermott, Joyce 
McDermott, Mindi 
McDermott, Patti 
McDermott, and 
Bethany Remakel. 

If anyone would be interested 
purchasing a Town & Country 
button from the Garden Club, 
you can reach out to any of 
the members. The prizes for 
the buttons are: $500, $250, 
$250, $200, $200 and $100.

Town & Country Shirts
T-shirts for Town & Country Days will be sold at the 
Farmers Market event on July 15th and at DK’s bar.  
Shirts are blue or tan. Cost is $15.

Epworth UMC at Town & 
Country Days 
All ages are welcome to come 
play with the bubble stations 
in the park after the parade 
on Saturday, August 1st. Co-
sponsored by the Epworth 
United Methodist Church.

Vacation Bible School is Coming! 
Community Vacation Bible School 2026 will be held 
August 4th, 5th , and 6th from 9 AM to 2 PM at the 
Phil Silker Pavilion in Epworth Tower Park. The theme 
is Rainforest Falls: exploring the nature of God. VBS is 
open to children ages Pre-K to 4th grade. Kids in 5th - 
12th grade are welcome to join as crew leaders!

A registration form 
can be picked up and 
returned to Silker’s or 
Greenwood’s or the 
St. Elizabeth Pastorate 
office in Epworth. For 
more information 
contact: Shelly Rollins 
(563-543-4515), Terrie 
Lenger (563-543-4229), 
or Mindy McDermott 
(563-876-5540).

http://www.bankfidelity.bank/media-events
http://www.bankfidelity.bank/media-events
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COMMUNITY SERVICES
Older Adults Home Modification Program (OAHMP)
The program provides low-cost, high-impact 
modifications to the home to help reduce the risk of 
falling, such as installation of hand railings or non-slip 
strips on stairs or in showers/tubs. The funding will 
enable low-income older adults to stay living in their 
homes, “aging in place” rather than moving into an 
assisted living facility. Contact ECIA at 563-690-5791 
or email seniorhelp@ecia.org.

Lead Paint and Healthy Homes Program (LPHH) 
For homeowners and renters, it offers an average 
of $25,000 per property to make the home lead 
safe and also for improvements to make the home 
healthier. Lead is especially harmful to young children 
under five years old, so those with young children 
who live in the home or visit the home are a priority 
for the program. Once an applicant is income 
qualified, an inspector makes a scheduled visit to 
identify if there is lead. If lead is found, in many 
cases, applicants can get new windows or siding as 
well as other improvements to the home. ECIA has 
a pool of lead certified contractors that complete 
the remediation and improvements. While the work 
is being completed, funds are available to provide 
housing at a nearby hotel for the homeowners. If you 
know someone with an older home, send them to 
ECIA at 563-690-5791 or email leadpaint@ecia.org.

Housing Trust Fund: Are you in need of home 
repairs? Eastern Iowa Regional Housing Corporation 
can assist with 2023 projects that improve the 
condition of both rental and owner-occupied housing 
in our area through the Local Housing Trust Fund.  
Projects must serve households that meet income 
eligibility. Contact Carl Reimer, EIRHC, 563-690-5732.

Compost: Free for pick up next to the Public Works 
garage, 212 N Center Avenue. Compost provided in 
partnership with the Landfill Agency (DMASWA).

Yard Waste Disposal: Curbside pickup is available 
with the purchase of $2.00 yellow tags sold at City 

Hall. Please use paper lawn and leaf bags. Twigs can 
be bundled.

Open Burning of yard waste is banned except for 
two periods of the year. The next open burning 
period is from October 1st to November 15th. Phone 
non-emergency dispatch (583-1711) to report your 
controlled burning.

Garbage and Recycling Service: Bag and securely tie 
household garbage before placing in totes to help 
ensure it makes it into the truck. Electronics are free 
pickup except all laptops, monitors and TVs require 
a $20 disposal tag purchased at City Hall. Appliance 
tags are required for appliance disposal and are sold 
only at City Hall ($20 each). Large items and extra 
bags can be disposed of with garbage tags – a $1.00 

tag for each 40 pounds can 
be purchased at City Hall 
or Quik ‘N Handi. Glass 
can be dropped off in the 
purple dumpster located 
at the Asbury HyVee lot or 
at Ditmer Recycling.

Water Utility Bill Pay Options: Enroll in Automatic Bill 
Pay to simplify your payment process. The automatic 
payment option will deduct the amount due on the 
due date with no additional fees. Contact City Hall 
for more information. The city also offers an online 
payment option through the city website where a 
payment service collects a convenience fee. If you 
use your bank check payment service, it may take 
10-14 days for us to receive your payment so plan to 
initiate your payment early.

Go Paperless! Sign up for E-Billing: Beginning 
November 1, 2025, we will have the e-bill option for 
our water utility bills. If you would like to sign up for 
e-billing please call City Hall.

Passport services are offered 
at City Hall. Please call 876-
3320 for requirements.

Message from the Mayor
Sandy Gassman

Much thanks goes out to Scouting America Troop 175 
and their Scoutmaster, Nick Elliott, for their Avenue of 
Flags Project. They have placed more than 100 flags 
along Epworth citizens' curbs for Memorial Day, Flag 
Day, and the July Fourth holidays. They will also be put 
up for Labor Day, and Veterans Day. The troop does all 
the work of putting flags out and taking them down 

and storing them until the 
next event. To get a flag 
for your yard or business, 
send a check for $50 per 
flag and your name and 
address and where on 
your lot you would like the 
placement of the flag(s). 
Send to Deacon Nick 
Elliott, 318 Countryside 
Dr., Epworth, Iowa.

The structure going up next to the splashpad is 
a restroom and changing rooms. This is Hunter 
Hennen’s Eagle Scout Project. The idea came from 
the fact that parents did not want kids getting into 
the car with a wet swimsuit. Thank you to Hunter for 
his work and fundraising on this project. If you would 
like to make a donation, you can drop it off at Locals. 
Please make checks out to Troop 5. There will be an 
official ribbon cutting in the near future.

The Epworth Market got off to a good start with 
several vendors in May. Unfortunately, the weather 
kept many vendors away in June, but the children 
had fun doing the library craft, and decorating 
cupcakes. Each child left with a helium filled balloon. 
July’s Market will include a coin drop for children 
at the pickleball courts, and August will be Touch 
the Truck with the Epworth Fire Department. We 
will end in September with Be the Light and suicide 
prevention information.

As I write this, volunteers are busy planning the 
RAGBRAI and Town & Country Days events. We 
are grateful for all of the volunteers who support 
Epworth by putting so much time and energy into 
these occasions. There are many who help with all 
of the happenings throughout the year. The city is 
fortunate to have so many dedicated citizens.

CITY NEWS
Visit our website at www.epworthiowa.org for additional information and updates.

August 2026
563-876-3320

MISSION SUNDAY AT DIVINE WORD COLLEGE
Mark your calendar for one of Divine Word College’s 
favorite annual traditions! Mission Sunday returns on 
Sunday, October 18, 2026, and all are welcome to join 
in on an afternoon of celebrating faith, culture, and 
the many nations represented on campus.

The celebration begins with a multicultural liturgy 
at 1 PM in the Divine Word College chapel, followed 
by the Taste of DWC International Food Festival at 3 
PM in the college gymnasium. Admission is free, and 
everyone is welcome. Free will donations to support 
the college and its programs are appreciated.

MISSION SUNDAY AT DIVINE WORD COLLEGE
Mark your calendar for one of Divine Word College’s 
favorite annual traditions! Mission Sunday returns on 
Sunday, October 18, 2026, and all are welcome to join 
in on an afternoon of celebrating faith, culture, and 
the many nations represented on campus.

The celebration begins with a multicultural liturgy 
at 1 PM in the Divine Word College chapel, followed 
by the Taste of DWC International Food Festival at 3 
PM in the college gymnasium. Admission is free, and 
everyone is welcome. Free will donations to support 
the college and its programs are appreciated.

mailto:seniorhelp@ecia.org
mailto:leadpaint@ecia.org
http://www.epworthiowa.org
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We hope that everyone is having a safe and fun 
summer! Just a few reminders.

Going on vacation? The Epworth Police Department 
can do periodical checks on the exterior of your 
property. Email the Police Department at epd@
yousq.net. Provide dates you will be leaving and 
returning, names of people who might be checking 
the inside of your residence, and the type of vehicle 
they drive. Leave contact information in the event 
something happens. This is a free service and all 
information is kept confidential.

A reminder to all dog owners that Epworth 
ordinances state that all dogs must be on a leash 
when walking your dog. Please also pick up all dog 
deposits for the convenience of all.

City policy 6.04.040 Animals At Large. No owner 
shall permit any animal to be at large within the City.
Article D. [Animals must be] Sufficiently restrained by 
a leash, of not more than ten (10) feet in length, to 
prevent escape and retain and govern control over 
the animal.

Residents may receive a nuisance reminder door-
hanger for different types of nuisances with their 

property. These nuisances could range from a lawn 
exceeding maximum length of eight inches, to 
sidewalk needs snow removed, or anything else in-
between. If a nuisance has been noted, please take 
care of the issue in a timely manner.

We want everyone to have a great time for Town & 
Country Days, but with that being said, we also want 
every one safe. There will be an increase of police 
presence with the assistance of the Dubuque County 
Sheriff’s Office and the Iowa State Patrol.

Please have a safe and enjoyable rest of your 
summer!

At the writing of the article our picnic fundraiser 
is just ten short days away and members are busy 
planning and preparing to host the community for a 
successful evening. We will earmark the profits from 
the picnic to pay for our portion of the firefighter 
gear that we recently ordered. We are in need of 
replacing the majority of our gear over the next 
three years to bring the department into the current 
industry standards, and it will prove to be a costly 
project. Firefighting equipment has increased sharply 
in the past five years almost doubling. We also have 
new members who are in need of properly fitting 
coats, pants, boots, and helmets.

We would like to thank everyone for the tremendous 
support of our annual dance on Memorial Day 
weekend. We are extremely humbled by the response 
to our mail campaign as well as the turnout for the 
event. This money goes to support the volunteer 
paramedic ambulance service and will help with 
ambulance replacement, equipment, and training.

It seems hard to believe that we are now halfway 
through 2026. Our call volume is on pace for an 
average year as we have responded to 130 calls for 
service so far. The majority of them being requests 
for the ambulance. I would like to thank the many 
volunteers who respond to the calls at all hours of 
the day and night and would like to acknowledge 
their family members who are often left stranded 
at birthday parties, holidays, and events so our 
members can respond to help someone in need. We 
also thank the community for the support through 
the City of Epworth and our Rural Board as well as 
the success of our fundraisers. Thank you all!

We hope to see everyone on Town & Country 
weekend in Epworth. Please be safe and aware of 
your surroundings as you enjoy the T&C Days parade. 
Keep younger children away from the large vehicles 
that have difficulty seeing the children darting into 
traffic to get the candy. The safest thing to do is not 
throw the candy from the moving vehicle but have 
walkers distribute the candy along the parade route. 
The committee has a great few days planned, and 
they should be commended on their year-round 
work putting the event on for our community. The 
success of many community projects and continued 
success of organizations throughout the community 
have benefited by the contributions made from the 
committee. Thank you all!

At the time of the writing of this article, we are in an 
extended heat wave. As the weather will no doubt 
change in the next week or so it is important to 
remember some basic heat safety for the next heat 
wave. During extreme heat find air conditioning; 
avoid strenuous activities; wear light and loose-fitting 
clothing; check on your vulnerable family members 
and neighbors; drink plenty of water; watch for signs 
of heat exhaustion or heat stroke; and never leave 
people or pets in a closed car – even if it is running. If 
you are able to move outdoor activities to the early 
morning or late evening, do so. And remember for 
emergencies, dial 911.

 We hope you and your 
family take advantage 
of the remaining 
summer months to 
enjoy and relax. We also 
hope you have a safe, 
happy, and healthy Fall!

Epworth Police Department
Wade Cosselman, Epworth Police   563-876-3050

Epworth Fire Department
Chief Thomas I. Berger, Epworth Fire

            Kennedy Painting

Scott  
Kennedy

563-543-2338 
Epworth, Iowa

PARTY RENTALS, LLC
563-207-1962

C    S&
  Kelly Wink               Joanne Rauen, owner  	 Susie Kramer
  Rhonda Kluesner 		  Donna Nadermann

563-876-3220
105 West Main Epworth, Iowa 52045

Be a Girl Scout!
Troops are available for  

girls in grades K-12!
GirlScoutsToday.org  

563-583-9169

Rausch  
Construction  
Company
7210 Casey Lane 
Epworth, Iowa

Follow us on Facebook - ThreeRiversFSCompany | website - www.threeriversfs.com

"Better Brain Health in Rural Communities"

www.bealightproject.org

Bridging the gap in mental health
services for families in rural Iowa.

mailto:epd@yousq.net
mailto:epd@yousq.net
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Epworth Branch

August, 
September, 
October

As summer transitions into autumn and 
the days begin to cool, it is the perfect 
season to curl up with a good book. At 
the Dubuque County Library District, 
we love connecting readers with great 
stories and new discoveries, and we are 
excited to share a collection of book 
recommendations from our Library 
Staff and a member of our Library 
Board of Trustees.

There is something at the library for 
every type of reader. Whether you're 
looking for a relaxing read for a late-
summer afternoon, a thought-provoking 
book for a cozy fall evening, or simply 
inspiration for your next library visit, we 
hope these recommendations help you 
find a title you will enjoy. Happy reading 
from all of us at the Dubuque County 
Library District!

Reading Recommendations 
Megan (Epworth Library Clerk)
Divine Rivals by Rebecca Ross: “Two 
young rival journalists fall in love through 
a magical connection. They soon find 
themselves forced into a war among 
gods. They are forced to fight not only for 
their lives, but also their forbidden love. 
I loved every minute of this fast-paced 
story and found myself not wanting it to 
end.” Genre: Young Adult Fantasy

Sue Ross (Library Board of Trustees- Epworth 
Representative)
Lilac Girls by Martha Hall Kelly: "This book has 
stuck with me for many years. It follows the 
different lives of three women during World 
War II. The book opened my eyes to different 
aspects of brutality, hope, and resilience during 
the war." Genre: Historical Fiction

Alyssa (Library Clerk)
An American in Scotland by Lucy Connelly: “The 
small town of Sea Isle, Scotland, harbors some 
dark secrets, and Dr. McRoy is determined 
to uncover all of them – no matter what the 
diagnosis. This charming series is a favorite!" 
Genre: Cozy Mystery

Julia (Children's Librarian)
Grandma Gatewood's Walk: The Inspiring 
Story of the Woman Who Saved the 
Appalachian Trail by Ben Montgomery: 
"One of my favorite books of all time! A 
true and inspirational story that focuses on 
determination, life's complexity, and the 
freedom found in nature." Genre: Non-Fiction

We hope these recommendations inspire 
you to pick up a new book. Visit the Epworth 
branch to check availability. For the most 
current information on library events, news, 
and to view our complete program calendar, 
please visit dubcolib.org/events.

WED: 10:00 AM – 6:00 PM
FRI: 1:00 PM – 6:00 PM

MON & TUE: 10:00 AM – 6:00 PM
THU: 2:00 PM – 6:00 PM

SAT: 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM
SUN: CLOSED

Contact Us:
www.dubcolib.org  |  563-876-3388
aj@dubcolib.org (Kids)
lydias@dubcolib.org (Teen/Adult)

REGULAR LIBRARY HOURS

Library Events and Activities

Searching for a Winner
To win a $20 gift card to the advertiser of your choice, search through the latest issue of the Voice of Progress's 
advertisers and answer the question below. Fill out the rest of the form and deposit it at the entrance to City 
Hall. A winner will be drawn on September 1st. [Copies of this form are also available at City Hall.]

May’s winner was Katie McDermott. “What business advertises that they can also be 
found on Facebook and Instagram?” She correctly replied, ”Godfather's Pizza.” From our 
advertisers, Katie chose a $20 gift card from Silkers.

AUGUST QUESTION: What business advertises offices in four towns?

ANSWER: _____________________________________________  Page # __________________________

Name ________________________________________________  Telephone number ________________

Address ______________________________________________  City ____________________________

Advertiser of my choice for gift card  ________________________________________________________

We at John White Post 650 would like to thank everyone 
who attended our Memorial Day ceremony honoring 
our fallen veterans. Our community showed its support 
by all who attended. We also extend our sincere thanks 
to our Legionnaires, program speakers, Girls Scout Troop 
175, Son's of the American Legion, and the Western 
Dubuque Band for their participation and assistance.

Many Veterans and their spouses attended the luncheon. 
We hope that next year even more will be able to join us. 
To rent our Legion building, please contact: Merle Besler 
at 563-542-7125 or Dick Bries at 563-581-7012.

John White Post 650 will once again participate in 
the Town & Country Days parade. We will have a 
trailer available for those who wish to ride. Those 
who are able to are welcome to march. Additional 
details will be posted on our Facebook page before 
the end of July.

Veteran's Day is November 11th. As usual, we will be 
visiting local schools. More information on this will 
also be posted on our Facebook page. Thank you, 
everyone, your continued support of our veterans and 
our Legion is always appreciated.

John White Post 650
by Dick Bries

http://dubcolib.org/events
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      Epworth Family Chiropractic
Mary Jo Kelchen, D.C.

116 W. Main St.  
PO Box 282 

Epworth, Iowa 52045 
563-876-3231

Epworth Cabinet Shop
QUALITY EVERYONE CAN AFFORD

KITCHENS, VANITIES, BARS,  
ENTERTAINMENT CENTERS & MORE

ALL COUNTERTOPS

Eric Main - Owner
Phone/Fax:  563-876-3644	 Cell: 563-542-4057

epworthcabinetshop.com

563-876-3353     www.dwci.edu       info@dwci.edu

Reiff Funeral Homes and 
Cremation Services, Inc.

Serving Since 1959

FARLEY * EPWORTH * DYERSVILLE * CASCADE
115 East Main St.  Epworth, Iowa 52045         563-876-3666

Caring Hands Massage 
Connie Gibbs, LMT

318 Manchester Ave 
Earlville, Iowa 52041
563-920-1998

116 W. Main St. 
Epworth, Iowa 
563-876-3231

Certified Massage Therapist

Epworth
FAMILY

DENTISTRY

255 BBBBBBB RRRR EEEEEEE, IIII 52045
(563) 876-3396

McDermott Wall & Floor Repair 
Luke McDermott

Bowed & Cracked Walls
Garage Floor Repair & Coating
Concrete Raising & Leveling

Cell: 563-599-4588 
mcdermottwallfloor@yahoo.com

Hours 
Mon-Fri	 5:00 AM-11 PM 
Sat.	 5:30 AM-11 PM
Sun.	 6:00 AM-11 PM

206 S. Center Ave. 
Epworth, Iowa 
563-876-3800

(Quik ‘n Handi)

625 E. Main St.  Epworth, IA 52045

Purchase 6 oil changes, get the 7th free!

Bourek’s Certified Auto Service Daniel Bourek, owner
ASE Certified Master Automotive Technician 
ASE Certified Advanced Level Specialist

1/2 price alignment with purchase of 4 tires!

563-876-3007

Ament Services
Concrete Contractor

563-451-3860
www.amentservice.com

 
Dan & Angie Kramer

563-204-2047
107 W. Main Street  Epworth

Camp Little Cloud
RusticIowaVenues.com | 563-583-9169

Camp Little Cloud, our local 
Girl Scout Camp, is open to  
the community to rent for 

overnights and events. 

Kim’s Kreations 
110 North Center Ave. 
PO Box 301 
Epworth, Iowa 52045

(563) 876-3078 
Kim Simon - Owner

THE PIZZA FACTORY & FEED STORE PUB
     104 N. Center Ave.             Epworth

Pizza, Chicken, Seafood,  
Sandwiches, Salads & Mexican

563-876-3153

Plumbing - Drain Cleaning - Back flow Testing - Heating & Cooling - Electrical
Concrete Construction - Excavating - Trucking

East Iowa Mechanical 
East Iowa Construction

302 North Center Ave 
PO Box 59
Epworth, Iowa 52045

Office: 563-876-5573
FAX: 563-876-9063

office@east-iowa.com

Moonen Law Office
Licensed in Iowa and Illinois

111 West Main St. - PO Box 57
Epworth, Iowa 52045

563-876-3451

www.silkers.com

101 West Main
Epworth, Iowa
563-876-5575

Eastern Iowa Dairy Systems, Inc. 
105 3rd Ave NW  Epworth, Iowa 52045

John Gile & Jon Craigo 
563-876-3087
eidairy@iowatelecom.net

Kramer Mini-Storage
520 Richards Drive 
Epworth, Iowa 

563-542-3608 or 563-876-3425

Laminate Works, LLC

DIRK  DEUTMEYER
105 1st Street SW
PO Box 448
Epworth, Iowa 52045-0448

 
phone 563-876-3532

laminateworksllc@gmail.com

countertops  - laminate cabinets  - custom laminate products
Then & Kramer Construction 
Shannon Kramer
Owner-Contractor-Builder

New Home Construction - Remodeling - Additions - Finish Work

563-543-8927
413 E Main Street 

Epworth, Iowa 52045 

RAUSCH'S SERVICE CENTER, INC.
15661 Ludescher Ln. Durango, Ia 

office 563-744-3704
HEATING, AIR CONDITIONING, 

ELECTRICAL & PLUMBING
30 Years Experience

Cornerstone Concrete
811 W. Main Street

Epworth, Iowa

DON RUSK | PRESIDENT
donrusk@ruskmetal.com

635 E. Main Street  
PO Box 271 

Epworth, IA 52045

563-876-3311 
Fax: 563-876-9402

800-235-7547  
www.ruskmetal.com

106 W. MAIN STREET
EPWORTH, IOWA

Rosiescoffeeh@gmail.com
Rosie's Coffee House
Rosiescoffeeh

Captured By Corbin
Photography

Allison Corbin
563.581.3884

www.CapturedByCorbin.com

563-542-1485

HEFEL PORTABLE  
SERVICES, LLC 
Aaron Hefel 
563-543-2951
Epworth, Iowa 
Hefelps@gmail.com 

Highview Cemetery
A Non-Denominational Community Cemetery
Contact:
Bob Rolwes - 563-663-1182

Schipper Family Chiropractic, P.C.
Specializing in total family care, infant to elderly

Kyle A. Schipper, D.C.
Chiropractor

     563-876-3777

210 Bierman Road
Suite F
Epworth, IA 52045
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Epworth Community Historical Society 
110 Bierman Road - Suite C
PO Box 434 
Epworth, IA 52045

Tom Simpson, President			  563-876-3160                     
Deb Connolly, Vice President    		  563-744-3158
Betty Mausser, Secretary/Treasurer	 563-876-3293

Historical Museum or Caboose tours  
available by appointment
Tom Simpson, President			

Voice of Progress 
Dianne McDermott			   563-543-3721
Sandy Kass				    563-580-3102
Betty Mausser				    563-876-3293
Jenna Gibson				    563-876-3353
Tom Simpson				    563-876-3160

Bulletin Board

Epworth Post Office  
103 N. Center Ave. | 563-845-2001

Retail Window Hours 
Monday - Friday
9:00 - 11:30 AM;  1:00 - 3:45 PM
Saturdays 9:00 - 10:00 AM

Lobby Drop Slot: Postmarked & sent same day 
Monday - Friday - latest is 3:45 PM

Outside Collection Box: Postmarked & sent same day 
Monday - Friday - latest is 3:30 PM               
Saturday - latest is 9:45 AM

Community Meal
The meal is served from 11:15 AM to 12:00 PM at the St. Patrick Church Hall in Epworth. Enjoy 
your meal while being entertained by the music of Emil Weber. Delivery service and carry-outs are 
available. All are welcome! For questions, or to order carry-outs, contact Sandy (563-580-3102).

 
Bread of Life 
Bakery items available Mondays, 8:30 AM to noon at the St. Elizabeth Pastorate Faith Formation building, next 
to the pastorate offices. Donations accepted.

Epworth Community Food Pantry and Clothes Bin
Both are open the fourth Monday/Tuesday of each month from 4:00 - 6:00 PM, and every second Saturday 
from 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM or by appointment. Excludes holidays. The location is in the St. Elizabeth Pastorate 
Faith Formation building, next to the pastorate offices. Please call Patty 876-3890, Barb 876-3350, Karen 513-
9001 for food pantry, or Michelle 845-1480 for Clothes Bin.


