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POW/MIA Table Explanation
By Post 650 American Legion

Some may have wondered about the empty table set for one near the front, 
southwestern corner of our Post 650 American Legion Hall. It occupies a place of 
dignity and honor. Here is a brief explanation of the small table, and its symbols 
as explained at a ceremony honoring comrades who are POWs and MIAs.
 
We who have served, and those currently serving the United States Armed 
Forces, are ever mindful that the sweetness of enduring peace has always been 
tainted by the bitterness of personal sacrifice. We are compelled to never forget 
that while we enjoy our daily pleasures, there are others who have endured and 
may still be enduring agonies of pain, deprivation, and internment.
 
The table is set for one, symbolizing the fact 
that members of our cores are missing from 
our ranks. They are referred to as Prisoners 
of War and Missing in Action. We call them 
Comrades. They are unable to be with their 
loved ones and families. So, we join together 
to pray our humble tribute to them and bear 
witness to their continued absence. 

•	 This small table, set for one, symbolizes 
the frailty of one prisoner, alone, against 
his or her suppressors. 

•	 The tablecloth is white, symbolic of the 
purity of their intentions to respond to 
their nation's call to bear arms. 

•	 The single rose and the vase signify the 
blood that many have shed in sacrifice 
to ensure the freedom of our beloved 
United States of America. 

•	 The rose also reminds us of the family 
and friends of our missing comrades who 
keep the faith while waiting their return. 

Easter Bunny 
and Friends!

Coming to Epworth Tower 
Park on March 28th.

Promptly at 11:00! Please be 
on time as this event goes fast.

There will be plenty of goodies 
for everyone.

Please bring bags to gather 
your goodies.

Easter Bunny and friends will 
be available for pictures after 

the event.

Special prizes will be available.

Sponsored by the City 
of Epworth.
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Epworth Community Historical Society
PO Box 434, Epworth, Iowa 52045-0434
The Voice of Progress is a quarterly publication. Issues are published in February, May, August, and November. Stories, letters, and articles of interest 
are always welcome. The Voice of Progress may edit for space and clarity and reserves the right not to print an article for any reason. All submitted 
articles and columns reflect the views and opinions of the writers and not necessarily those of the Voice of Progress. Every effort has been made to 
ensure accuracy. Neither the publisher nor the advertisers will be held liable for errors.

Friends of the Historical Society
The Historical Society would like to thank everyone who has contributed to the paper. Your dollars help with 
the publishing of this paper. 

Thank you for your support. The Epworth Community Historical Society is a non-profit organization. Your 
donation is tax deductible.

E.C.H.S. Donations and Advertising Rates
•	 Anyone wishing to donate items to E.C.H.S. call Tom Simpson at 876-3160.
•	 Any donation of $100 or more to the E.C.H.S. is remembered with an engraved nameplate in the display case at the 

Gateway or on a nameplate at the Historical Society.
•	 Annual advertising rates (4 editions) - $60 for half business card size. VOP is published quarterly—February, May,  

August, November.
•	 To advertise your business call Sandy Kass at 563-580-3102.

Contributions up to and including
	 $10.00 - Friend	
	 $11.00 - $25.00 - Patron 
	 $26.00 - $50.00 - Sponsor 
	 $51.00 - $99.00 - Supporter 
	 $100.00 & up - ECHS Benefactor

Our Donors
Friend: 
Patron: 
Sponsor:  
Supporter: 
ECHS Benefactor: Cornerstone Concrete, Bill J. Berger 
Foundation               

I would like to help/subscribe
Enclosed is my contribution of $__________
	 Defray the cost of publishing and mailing the Voice of Progress
	 Support the historical museum
	 VOP out-of-town subscription request/renewal 
	 Please enclose $15 for each annual subscription

Name _ ________________________________________________

Address________________________________________________

City_ _________________  	 State_ _______ 	   Zip_______________

Thank you  
for your support!
Please make checks  

payable to E.C.H.S. and 
mail to:

E.C.H.S.
PO Box 434 

Epworth, IA 52045

The Voice of Progress makes a great gift for out-of-town family members! 

“This project is being supported in whole, or in part, by a Purchase of Service Award from Dubuque County.”  

•	 The yellow ribbon on the vase represents 
the yellow ribbons worn on the lapels of 
the thousands who demand with unyielding 
determination, a proper accounting of our 
comrades who are not among us tonight. 

•	 A slice of lemon on the plate reminds us of 
their bitter fate. 

•	 The salt sprinkled on the plate reminds us of the 
countless fallen tears of families as they wait.

•	 The glass is inverted because they cannot 
toast with us.

•	 The chair is empty. They are not here. 
•	 The candle is reminiscent of the light of hope, 

which lives in our hearts to illuminate their 
way home away from their captors into the 
open arms of a grateful nation.

Let us pray to the supreme Commander that all our 
comrades will soon be back within our ranks. Let us 
remember their sacrifices. May God forever watch 
over them and their families.

Continued from page 1

The Be A Light 
Project to Host 
Hope and Humor 
Comedy Night!

EVENT DETAILS:
Saturday, February 28, 2026 
Locals Bar, Epworth, IA 
Doors open at 6:00 PM
Tickets are $30 per person, and they are 
selling quickly!

Tickets and event information are available 
at https://bealightcomedy.eventbrite.com. 
For media or partnership inquiries, contact 
Elizabeth@bealightproject.com or call (563) 
580-5808.

A special performance by 
Brody Tupy, a stand-up 
comic from small-town 
Iowa, proves you do not 
have to live in a big city to 
have big opinions. Drawing 
from life as a bigger guy, 

family chaos, and the everyday absurdities 
most people overlook, Brody delivers 
relatable, self-aware observational comedy 
that sneaks up on you. 

The evening will include a brief mission 
moment, a guest opening performance, a 
full comedy set by Brody Tupy, and a silent 
auction running throughout the night.

Proceeds from the event support The Be A 
Light Project’s Hope Lives Here Programs, 
which equip rural communities, workplaces, 
and schools with practical tools and language 
to support mental well-being in ways that 
resonate with everyday life.

Brody Tupy
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Ash Wednesday - 
February 18, 2026
 

6:30 AM: St. John the Baptist, Peosta
10:00 AM: St. Joseph, Farley (Seton Mass)
12:10 PM: St. Patrick, Epworth
5:30 PM: St. John the Baptist, Peosta
7:00 PM: St. Clement, Bankston
7:00 PM: St. John the Evangelist, Placid

Lenten Communal Reconciliation - 
March 23, 2026
 

7:00 PM: St. John the Baptist, Peosta

Dubuque Chrism Mass - 
March 31, 2026
 

2:00 PM: St. Raphael Cathedral, Dubuque

Spring Worship Services

Holy Thursday - April 2, 2026
 

7:00 PM: St. Clement, Bankston
7:00 PM: St. John the Baptist, Peosta 

Good Friday - April 3, 2026
 

12:00 PM: St. Joseph, Farley
3:00 PM: St. Patrick, Epworth
7:00 PM: St. John the Evangelist, Placid

Easter Vigil - April 4, 2026
 

8:30 PM: St. Joseph, Farley

Easter Sunday - April 4, 2026
 

7:30 AM: St. Patrick, Epworth
9:00 AM: St. Clement, Bankston
9:00 AM: St. Joseph, Farley
9:00 AM: St. John the Baptist, Peosta
9:00 AM: St. John the Evangelist, Placid

St. Elizabeth Pastorate Lenten and Easter Schedule

News Around Town
2026 Town & Country Days Are in the 
Planning
The Town & Country Days committee has started the 
planning of the 2026 event. The first meeting was 
held on Wednesday, January 14th at The Feed Store 
Pub. The 2026 Town & Country Days will be held 
Friday, July 31st and Saturday August 1st.

The committee always needs ideas for Town & 
Country grand marshals, betterment projects, music, 
kid’s activities, etc. They are always in need of more 
people to help with the planning and the days of 
the event. Please reach out to the committee and 
share any ideas you have for this two-day fund raiser. 
People to call with your ideas or to volunteer would 
be Dawn Kress (563-543-3839) or Jack Silker ( 563-
590-1829).

New Epworth Post Office Hours
Please note that for letters to be postmarked and 
sent the same day on Saturday, mail must be placed 
in the Outside Collection box by 9:45 AM [Previous 
time was 4 PM.]

All other hours have remained the same. See back 
page of this issue for complete schedule.

Epworth Library Branch Has New Hours
Please note that starting on January 1, 2026, the 
Epworth Branch of the Dubuque County Library 
system will now be open on Tuesday from 10 AM to 
6 PM [previously 3 PM to 7 PM], on Wednesday from 
10 AM to 6 PM [previously 10 AM  to 7PM] and on 
Thursday from 2 PM until 6 PM [previously 3 PM to 
7PM] All other days and hours remain the same. See 
page 12 for full schedule.          

Elf on the Shelf 
Someone in Epworth took the Elf on the Shelf to a 
new level this Christmas. Ron and Susie Kramer have 
commemorated celebrations and holidays by placing 

various articles on their empty lot next to Rosie's. A 
friend suggested that for the Christmas season, they 
should set up an Elf on a Shelf.

As the Elf is known to do, he somehow mysteriously 
moved daily around town to fourteen different 
locations, stopping at the library, the Divine Word 
entrance, the Tower Park splash pad, the Fidelity 
Bank, the Gateway, and other spots on various days, 
and ending up at the Epworth Elementary School 
before Christmas Day. 

Did you spot the 
Elf on the Shelf? 
How many places 
did you see 
him? What a fun 
activity for kids 
and adults in our 
town! Thank you 
to Santa’s helpers. 

Iowa First Lego League Award Winner
At a recent Iowa First Lego League 
district qualifying competition 
in Dubuque, one of our Epworth 
citizens, Theressa Northouse, a 
teacher and technology coach in the 
Dubuque Community Schools, was 
honored with the Coach /Mentor 
Award, one of six awarded in Iowa. 

She was nominated by her students, as well as those 
coaches/mentors with whom she competed.

This competition includes challenges for students 
that focus on the STEM program, which encompasses 
education in Science, Technology, Engineering, 
and Mathematics. Theressa’s goal throughout the 
process, as a coach, is to make learning fun and have 
kids “think outside the box.”

Students learn to cooperate with one another on 
their team and problem solve the workings of the 

Epworth United Methodist Church
The history of Epworth United Methodist Church 
dates back to 1851, when pioneers from New 
England and Pennsylvania settled in Epworth, Iowa, 
bringing with them the Methodist faith—founded 
by John Wesley. Join us in 2026 as we celebrate 175 
years! In the upcoming months we will honor our 
past, celebrate our present, and look to the future. 
Check out our Facebook page or website (https://
www.epworthchurchia.org/) for fun facts and events 
as we celebrate this milestone in 2026!

The Epworth United Methodist Church welcomes 
everyone to join us for services every Sunday at 
9:00 AM. Feel free to join us for one of these special 
upcoming services this Easter season:

•	 Ash Wednesday service on Wednesday, 
February 18th at 7 PM

•	 Good Friday service on Friday, April 3rd at 7 PM
•	 Easter Sunday service on Sunday, April 5th at 

9 AM
•	 Join us for brunch following our Easter service. 

Please bring a dish to share. All are welcome!

West Dubuque Global Methodist Church
Worship on Sundays at 10 AM at St. Patrick Parish 
Church Hall, 102 1st St SE, Epworth, IA. Please enter 
through west door (street side) on the lower level. 
Easter Sunday will be the same time and location.

We will be moving to a new location in Farley soon! 
We are thankful to St. Patrick’s for generously sharing 
their space with us.

Like and follow our Facebook page for updates! 
www.facebook.com/wdglobal

Theressa 
Northouse

https://www.epworthchurchia.org/
https://www.epworthchurchia.org/
http://www.facebook.com/wdglobal
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robots to meet the criteria given for their robotic 
invention. All competitions have an identified theme; 
theirs happened to be archeology. They are also 
expected to follow the First Lego League’s six core 
values as they discover new possibilities, innovate 
solutions, use teamwork and inclusion, and make an 
impact on the community all while having fun. These 
kids and their coach and mentors meet outside of the 
regular classroom for several weeks to prepare for 
the competition, so there is definitely a commitment 
required of the students as well as the coaches.

Ultimately, students and coaches gain from this 
experience as they work, have fun, and create! 
Congratulations and thanks for your commitment to 
education, Theressa!

Heritage Trail
Do not forget the availability 
of the Dubuque County 
Heritage Trail outside 
Epworth for getting out 
in these winter months 
and getting some exercise 
and fresh air. Passes are typically required for 
biking and hiking. Fees support the trail’s upkeep 
and can be purchased as a day or annual pass for 
individuals or families. Passes can be purchased at 
the Quick ‘n Handi or Silker’s. See the Heritage Trail 
website for current costs. https://share.google/
gYzAwEBWfEbqHtKr7

Rooted on Main to Partner with HMC Solutions
Rooted on Main Hair Salon at 103 East Main has 
opened for business. Rooted is partnering with HMC 
Solutions to bring a collection of everyday wear for 

adults and children. “HMC 
Solutions is a custom apparel 
and gear company, that can 
personalize and create unique 
items and gifts for your 
organization, team, or even 
personal use. We specialize in 
embroidery, screen press, and 
engravings.” Stop in to say hi 
to Julie Koopman, schedule 
an appointment, or check out 
the clothing selection.

Contact/Coordinator Needed
Highview Cemetery is looking for a contact/
coordinator to help with location and sale of 
cemetery plots. If you would be interested in helping 
with this, contact Bob Rolwes at (563) 663-1182.

Rest in Peace

Dorrance McDermott
August 11, 1935 - December 2, 2025

Epworth lost another of its historians on 
December 2, 2025, with the passing of 
Dorrance McDermott. Dorance grew up in 
Placid, Iowa, graduated from Epworth High 
School, and in 1959 married an Epworth girl, 
Verna Oberfoell.

As with many men of his time, he 
spent a lot of his life working to 
support his family. Dorrance worked 
the night shift at John Deere's for 
28 years, getting home in time to 
start his morning bus run picking up 
Western Dubuque students.

Don't think, however, that his life was only 
work. He enjoyed planting a large garden and 
doing woodworking projects, much of which 
he would give away. He also was a volunteer 
fireman for 25 years with the Epworth 
volunteer fire department, among many 
other interests in his life.

As with all of our deceased historians, we will  
miss being able to ask them the questions 
that only long-timers have the answers to. 
Rest in peace, Dorrance.

The American Legion Post 650
Greetings From American Legion Post 650! We hope 
Santa gave everyone what was asked for and the 
Christmas spirit filled your hearts with love and joy. 
Our Legion Post also wishes you all a Happy New Year!

As of our October meeting, Rick Boffeli is Post 650’s 
new commander. Congratulations, Rick. To contact 
him for Legion business, call (563) 876-3433. Dick 
Bries is the adjutant and the finance officer.

In November, volunteers 
from Sons of the American 
Legion completed the 
outdoor memorial by adding 
the “kneeling soldier” statue 
to the center of the flower 
bed. With this final addition, 
the memorial is a beautiful 
area to sit and reflect on the 
many who have given all to 
keep our country free. 

We thank everyone who has rented our new facility 
and appreciate all the great and positive comments 
we have received. We also want to thank Merle 
Besler for a great job of taking care of rentals and 
keeping our facility in awesome shape. Also, a 
shoutout to Merle's brother, Dan, for supporting 
Merle with up-keep. For future rental dates, continue 
to call Merle Besler at (563) 542-7125. 

For emergencies, contact Dick Bries at (563) 581-7012 
or Rick Boffeli at (563) 876-3433.

On December 11, 2025, the Dubuque County Legion 
held their annual Oratorical contest at Cascade Post 
528. There were two contestants both from Western 
Dubuque High School. The contestants were Madison 
Randall and Camilla Moran-Gonzalez. Madison 
Randall was awarded first place and Camilla Moran-
Gonzalez received the second-place award. These two 
young ladies did a great job of explaining the Fourth 
Amendment. Congratulations to you both.

Our Sons of the American Legion now number sixty-
nine members. Kudos to the recruitment group. May 
all the members stay active and keep up the great 
things you are doing for our legion family.

Stay tuned for upcoming dates as our event 
committee continues to plan for 2026. This includes 
Memorial Day on May 25, 2026. Watch for the May 
Voice of Progress for Memorial Day activities.

Searching for a Winner
To win a $20 gift card to the advertiser of your choice, search through the latest issue of the Voice of Progress's 
advertisers and answer the question below. Fill out the rest of the form and deposit it at the entrance to City 
Hall. A winner will be drawn on March 1st. [Copies of this form are also available at City Hall.]

November’s winner was Joyce McDermott. She correctly replied that Eastern Iowa Dairy 
Systems is the “name of the company whose business is located on 105 3rd Ave NW in 
Epworth”. From our advertisers, Joyce chose a $20 gift card from Locals.

FEBRUARY QUESTION: "What business advertises that they can also be found on Facebook and Instagram?"

ANSWER: _____________________________________________  Page # __________________________

Name ________________________________________________  Telephone number ________________

Address ______________________________________________  City ____________________________

Advertiser of my choice for gift card  ________________________________________________________
Julie Koopman

https://share.google/gYzAwEBWfEbqHtKr7
https://share.google/gYzAwEBWfEbqHtKr7
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PASSPORTS
City Hall accepts passport applications on behalf of 
the US Department of State. US citizens planning 
international travel may apply for their passports 
during office hours. Contact us at 876-3320 or email 
epworth@yousq.net for more i nformation. You will 
need a certified birth certificate, a driver license or 
Iowa photo ID, and passport photos.

Seasonal Jobs
Snow Plow driver is needed. Temporary mowing 
position April through October. No guaranteed hours. 
Job applications at City Hall.

Procedures and ordinances for a snow emergency 
and other winter events (those not declared snow 
emergencies) are outlined on the bottom of page 10. 

SPRING GARAGE SALES are tentatively set for April 
28th – May 2nd, Tuesday through Thursday, from 
4 PM – dusk. To participate, stop by Fidelity Bank & 
Trust, 102 Bierman Rd., for an advertising form and 
return by April 20th.

Trees Forever 
Our local committee has applied for a Black Hills 
Energy - Power of Trees grant to offer rebates of $50 
each on select shade trees. To maintain diversity in 
our community, maple trees are not included in some 
areas. Please contact City Hall at 876-3320 on species 
eligibility and the rebate.

Open Burning Restrictions 
The open burning of yard waste originating on the 
premises is permitted during daylight hours from 
March 15th to April 30th. The burn site must be 
attended and reported to the County non-emergency 
dispatch by calling 583-1711.  

Garbage and City Services
Keep in mind that these items are NOT RECYCLED: #6 
Plastics, Styrofoam, plastic bags, wax coated items, 
wrappers, liners, or wrapping paper.  

Glass can be taken to a purple recycling dumpster at 
Asbury Hy-Vee lot or the Dyersville Theisen’s lot.  

Yardwaste Curbside pickup is available by the 
Epworth garbage hauler with the purchase of $2 
yellow tags sold at City Hall. The County landfill 
accepts yardwaste for a fee.

Large Item Disposal $1 tag for each 40 pounds; tags 
sold at Quik ‘n Handi and City Hall. Appliance tags are 
required for large appliance disposal at $10 each and 
are only available at City Hall.
	
Electronics will be picked up for recycling, but items 
with a circuit board or picture tube will require a fee.  
Laptops, monitors and TVs require a $15 disposal tag.  
All other electronics such as printers, towers, and 
VCRs will not require a fee at this time.  

The Phil Silker Pavilion, located 
in Tower Park, is available for 
your next gathering. Bookings 
will be taken at City Hall. Carry-in 
food and beverages are allowed. 

Property tax abatement incentives are offered 
for new home construction in defined areas and 
for qualified commercial improvements. Please 
contact City Hall for eligibility, filing deadline, and 
more information. 

Storm Water (including gutters and sump pumps) 
must be discharged on your own property and may 
not be discharged, drained, or directed onto public 
property or the private property of another party. 

Any discharge lines must terminate at least five (5) 
feet from a side yard or ten (10) feet from the front 
or rear yard if the slope is less than 3:1. For slopes 
greater than 3:1, these measurements apply from 
the top of the slope.

Message from the Mayor
Sandy Gassman

In November, Dana Nadermann, Tony Krapfl, and 
Mitch McDermott were all re-elected to serve on 
the Epworth City council. They will join incumbents 
Karen Conrad and Dan Wilgenbusch. Thank you for 
your service to our citizens.

A big thank you to Kylie Stoffel 
for initiating the idea of a tree 
lighting celebration. There was 
a nice crowd at the tree by the 
cupola. Kylie plugged in the 
lights, everyone sang carols, 
and Santa stopped. It will be an 
annual part of Epworth Country 
Christmas. Thank you to the 

volunteers who rang the bell for the Salvation Army. 
Hopefully, we raised enough to win the trophy back. 

Thank you also to Barb Klein and her elves for 
organizing Santa’s visit to Epworth. Many children 
were able to visit with Santa, make crafts, and enjoy 
cookies. Each child took home a bag of goodies.

The new playground next 
to Silker Pavilion has 
been installed. The old 
equipment was torn out. 
When the weather warms 
up, it will need a few 
finishing touches. Thank 
you again to Shayna Reiter 
for initiating this project. 

Please make sure to 
keep your sidewalks 
clear of snow, ice, and 
physical items. There 
are many walkers, and 
safety is important.  
Also, a reminder to 
those walking their 
dogs to please keep 
them on a leash and 
pick up their waste.

CITY NEWS
Visit our website at www.epworthiowa.org for additional information and updates.

November 2025
563-876-3320

2025
Epworth Country Christmas

New Playground

http://www.epworthiowa.org
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Police Report
Please remember to shovel your sidewalk after 
it snows. If you live on a corner lot, it is also your 
responsibility to shovel the handicap ramp to the 
street. This needs to be done twenty-four hours 
after the end of a snow fall. Here is some winter 
driving information posted by the Iowa Department 
of Transportation.

General 
•	 Check the weather forecast and road 

conditions before embarking on a trip. Check 
your local media, call 511, or go on-line for 
information. If conditions are expected to be 
less than ideal, you may want to postpone a 
discretionary trip or use more caution if the 
trip cannot be delayed. 

•	 Always maintain a reasonable speed and safe 
following distance from the vehicle in front 
of you. Winter road conditions often result in 
longer stopping distances and reduced visibility. 

•	 Drive below the posted speed limit when road 
conditions are less than ideal. Speed limits are 

intended for normal pavement conditions. 
•	 Turn on lights to see and be seen. Keep head 

and tail lights clear of snow. 
•	 Avoid using cruise control in winter driving 

conditions. You need to be in control of 
your car when accelerating based on road 
conditions. 

•	 If your car is equipped with anti-lock brakes, 
understand how to use them and what to 
expect when they are used. 

•	 Don’t drive through “white out” conditions. 
Be patient, wait it out until conditions 
improve. 

•	 Be aware that ramps and bridges may freeze 
before other roadway segments. 

Soon, the weather will begin 
to warm. With our fantastic 
walking paths, please be 
mindful to clean up after your 
pets, so others can enjoy a clean 
and wonderful experience.

Greetings from the Fire Department
Greetings from the volunteers at the Epworth 
Volunteer Fire Department. We hope everyone is 
enjoying the new year and hopefully we will soon 
be celebrating an early spring. 2025 proved to be a 
near-record year for the Epworth Fire and Ambulance 
as we responded to 299 calls for service. This is 
just shy of the record of 300 calls set in 2022. The 
call breakdown is consistently 75-80% emergency 
medical service related. I would like to personally 
thank the members of the volunteer ambulance 
service and fire department who made sure all calls 
were answered in a timely manner. 

Please save the date for our annual fundraising 
events. The dance will be held on Friday, May 
22nd, and the picnic and silent auction will be held 
on Friday, July 10th. We appreciate your support 
in making the events successful and always look 
forward to the projects and items donated for our 
silent auction. The proceeds from these events allow 
us to pay for additional equipment and operational 
costs not covered by tax money. The dance is 
dedicated to ambulance operations and the picnic is 
geared toward support of the fire department. 

On Saturday, January 10, 2026, the Epworth 
Community Volunteer Firemen held our annual 
President’s Appreciation Party. This year we honored 
Assistant Chief Ronnie Kramer for his forty years 
of volunteer service and Brian McAuliffe for his 
twenty-five years of volunteer service that he 
concluded in 2024. They continue to be very active 
leaders in our department and their contributions 
are greatly appreciated. Lieutenant/Paramedic 
Jake Reiff was awarded the 2025 Firefighter of the 
Year award for his unselfish and dedicated service 
to the department. Jake continues to be in the 
top tier for attendance at calls and serves on the 
board of directors of our non-profit corporation. 
He is active in training countywide for the county 
firefighter’s association and recently was part of a 
team that completed a major upgrade to the burners 
at the facility. We also took time at the event to 

thank the spouses and significant others who are 
often left behind when the pager goes off for an 
emergency. In November 2025, we took delivery 
of a new fire engine that was placed in service just 
before Christmas. The new 2025 International was 
built by Simon’s Fire Equipment in Farley, Iowa, and 
replaces a 2016 International, which we are in the 
process of selling. The City and Epworth Rural Board 
in conjunction with the firefighters implemented 
an apparatus replacement program to ensure we 
remain up-to-date with safety features on apparatus 
and maintain reliable response vehicles. I would 
like to thank Mayor Gassman and the Epworth City 
Council as well as President Bill Brown and the 
Board of Directors of the Epworth Community Fire 
Department Rural Board for their continued support 
of our vehicle replacement program as they will 
split the cost of the fire engine. We wish everyone 
a wonderful and safe winter. I thank you for your 
continued support of our volunteer fire and EMS 
organization.

Epworth Police Department
Wade Cosselman, Epworth Police   563-876-3050

Epworth Fire Department
Chief Thomas I. Berger, Epworth Fire

Epworth Orioles News

The Epworth Orioles Prairie League Baseball Team 
is excited to announce the 8th Annual Bowling 
Fundraiser. This will take place on Saturday, 
March 7th at Cobra Lanes in Farley. This annual 
event plays a critical role in raising funds to cover 
various expenses. Everyone is welcome to attend, 
even if they are not bowling, and a social will 
follow at Dirty Ernie’s from 6:00 to 9:00 PM.

To add to the success of this event, we are also 
hosting a raffle. Businesses have the opportunity 
to sponsor a lane for $50 per lane. If you would 
like to contribute by donating a raffle item or 
sponsoring a lane, please contact Tyler Hoerner 
at 563-513-7405 or send to Epworth Semi-Pro 
Baseball, 209 5th Ave. SW, Epworth.

When do these ordinances  
take effect?

Is an announcement made?

When does enforcement start?

What is prohibited?

Prohibited areas for vehicles

When does it end?

Penalties

City Code Reference

When snow emergency is 
declared by City

Yes, on local TV and radio

Two hours after Snow 
Emergency is declared

Parking or leaving vehicle 
unattended

All city streets, alleys, and 
city-owned parking lots

When snow emergency 
period ends.

Ticket, vehicle towed

Sec. 10.48.057

When City receives two inches of snow/
ice

No. Automatically starts once 2” of 
snow/ice arrives.

Twelve hours after snow/ice event ends

Parking or leaving vehicle unattended

All city streets and alleys

Once street or alley is plowed curb-to-
curb for the entire block length

Ticket, vehicle towed

Sec. 10.48.056

Snow Emergency Any Other Winter EventProcedures Chart
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- Epworth Branch November, December, January

Expanded Hours at the Epworth, 
Farley, and Holy Cross Branches
Starting January 1st,  the Dubuque County Library 
District expanded its hours of operation at the 
Epworth, Farley, and Holy Cross branches.  

•	 Epworth branch: Monday, 10 AM to 6 PM; 
Tuesday, 10 AM to 6 PM; Wednesday, 10 AM 
to 6 PM; Thursday, 2PM to 6 PM; Friday, 1 PM 
to 6 PM; Saturday, 9 AM to 1 PM.

•	 Farley branch: Monday, 1 PM to 6 PM; 
Tuesday, 10 AM to 6 PM; Wednesday, 10 AM 
to 6 PM; Thursday, 2 PM to 6 PM; Friday, 2 PM 
to 6 PM; Saturday, 9 AM to 1 PM.

•	 Holy Cross branch: Monday, 2 PM to 6 PM; 
Tuesday, 10 AM to 6 PM; Wednesday, 2 PM to 
6 PM; Thursday, 2 PM to 6 PM; Friday, closed; 
Saturday, 9 AM to 1 PM.

Hours at the Asbury and Peosta branches will remain 
the same. These changes are in response to a recent 
user survey and an analysis of peak operation hours 
at these locations. We hope these new hours will 
provide you with greater access to our library's 
resources, services, and programs!

Lifelong Learning with the Library 
If your New Year’s resolution was to learn something 
new, consider mastering a new language from the 
comfort of home. Mango is a free, online language-
learning resource offering courses for learning over 

70 languages, from Arabic to Italian to German, 
French and more. Visit the online resources section 
of our website (under Offerings) to learn more and 
get started.

Maybe your New Year’s resolution was to cook 
more at home. The Dubuque County Library District 
has a large selection of cookbooks perfect for both 
beginners and experienced cooks. Host a dinner 
party for family and friends, then challenge your 
guests to a board game from our extensive collection.  

Finally, 2026 is a great year to develop a daily reading 
habit – and the DCLD can help make tracking your 
progress easy and fun. Download Beanstack, our 
new reading tracking app, and participate in reading 
challenges all year long. Beanstack is a tool to keep 
track of your reading progress, like a fitness tracker, 
only for reading. Along the way, you can earn badges 
for time spent reading, literacy activities, submitting 
book reviews, and more. Beanstack is for all ages of 
readers and will be a big part of our summer reading 
program this year. Search for the “Beanstack Tracker 
App” in the Google Play Store or the App Store, sign 
up for an account and get reading!

Programs for All Ages
Join us for weekly Storytime 
events with Teresa – fun for 
ages 2.5 to 4. This spring, we 
are offering a monthly basic sign 
language program at our Asbury 
branch to help your little ones 

WED: 10:00 A.M. – 6:00 PM
FRI: 1:00 P.M. – 6:00 PM

MON & TUE: 10:00 AM – 6:00 PM
THU: 2:00 PM – 6:00 PM

SAT: 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM
SUN: CLOSED

www.dubcolib.org  |  563-876-3388
aj@dubcolib.org (Kids)

lydias@dubcolib.org (Teen/Adult)

Regular Library Hours

Library Events and Activities

express themselves. Baby Signing helps children 
communicate what they need and want before they 
can use spoken language.  

Kids ages 5 – 12 can look forward to monthly craft 
and STEM activities. 

Looking for an activity the whole family can enjoy?  
We’ll decorate eggs again this year in late March/
early April at each branch; families are welcome to 
participate with their children!

Our historical speaker series is continuing from 
March-May with the following speakers:

•	 March 30th - Pete Grady - Unconditional 
Surrender: A Visit with Ulysses S. Grant is a 
one-man show about the life and times of the 
Civil War General and 18th President of the 
United States. 

•	 April 13th - Mike Vogt - Camp Dodge: Home 
Away from Home 1917-1918 - Following 
the U.S. entry into World War I, the War 
Department undertook the task of raising, 
training, equipping, and arming a force large 
enough to successfully contribute to the 
Allied war effort. Camp Dodge, Iowa, was 
selected as one of sixteen training camps for 
draftee soldiers.

•	 May 11th - Sarah Uthoff – A Long Way Home – 
An overview of the life of Laura Ingalls Wilder. 

This spring, we are continuing our monthly Movie 
Night for adults at the Asbury branch. Bring your own 
snacks and joins us for a free date night or evening 
out with friends. 

We’ll also offer another four-week session of our 
popular Chair Yoga program for adults. 

Finally, there will also be monthly events for teens 
(and adults), including the always popular Craft Club.  
Stop by every month and try out a new DIY project to 
take home. 

For the most current 
information on these 
events, other library news, 
and to view our complete 
program calendar, please visit 
dubcolib.org/events. 

We hope to see you at the library soon!

            Kennedy Painting

Scott  
Kennedy

563-543-2338 
Epworth, Iowa

Rausch  
Construction  
Company
7210 Casey Lane 
Epworth, Iowa

Follow us on Facebook - ThreeRiversFSCompany | website - www.threeriversfs.com

PARTY RENTALS, LLC
563-207-1962

C    S&
  Kelly Wink               Joanne Rauen, owner  	 Susie Kramer
  Rhonda Kluesner 		  Donna Nadermann

563-876-3220
105 West Main Epworth, Iowa 52045

Be a Girl Scout!
Troops are available for  

girls in grades K-12!
GirlScoutsToday.org  

563-583-9169

"Better Brain Health in Rural Communities"

www.bealightproject.org

Bridging the gap in mental health
services for families in rural Iowa.

http://dubcolib.org/events
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      Epworth Family Chiropractic
Mary Jo Kelchen, D.C.

116 W. Main St.  
PO Box 282 

Epworth, Iowa 52045 
563-876-3231

Epworth Cabinet Shop
QUALITY EVERYONE CAN AFFORD

KITCHENS, VANITIES, BARS,  
ENTERTAINMENT CENTERS & MORE

ALL COUNTERTOPS

Eric Main - Owner
Phone/Fax:  563-876-3644	 Cell: 563-542-4057

epworthcabinetshop.com

563-876-3353     www.dwci.edu       info@dwci.edu

Reiff Funeral Homes and 
Cremation Services, Inc.

Serving Since 1959

FARLEY * EPWORTH * DYERSVILLE * CASCADE
115 East Main St.  Epworth, Iowa 52045         563-876-3666

Caring Hands Massage 
Connie Gibbs, LMT

318 Manchester Ave 
Earlville, Iowa 52041
563-920-1998

116 W. Main St. 
Epworth, Iowa 
563-876-3231

Certified Massage Therapist

Epworth
FAMILY

DENTISTRY

255 BBBBBBB RRRR EEEEEEE, IIII 52045
(563) 876-3396

McDermott Wall & Floor Repair 
Luke McDermott

Bowed & Cracked Walls
Garage Floor Repair & Coating
Concrete Raising & Leveling

Cell: 563-599-4588 
mcdermottwallfloor@yahoo.com

Hours 
Mon-Fri	 5:00 AM-11 PM 
Sat.	 5:30 AM-11 PM
Sun.	 6:00 AM-11 PM

206 S. Center Ave. 
Epworth, Iowa 
563-876-3800

(Quik ‘n Handi)

625 E. Main St.  Epworth, IA 52045

Purchase 6 oil changes, get the 7th free!

Bourek’s Certified Auto Service Daniel Bourek, owner
ASE Certified Master Automotive Technician 
ASE Certified Advanced Level Specialist

1/2 price alignment with purchase of 4 tires!

563-876-3007

Ament Services
Concrete Contractor

563-451-3860
www.amentservice.com

 
Dan & Angie Kramer

563-204-2047
107 W. Main Street  Epworth

Camp Little Cloud
RusticIowaVenues.com | 563-583-9169

Camp Little Cloud, our local 
Girl Scout Camp, is open to  
the community to rent for 

overnights and events. 

Kim’s Kreations 
110 North Center Ave. 
PO Box 301 
Epworth, Iowa 52045

(563) 876-3078 
Kim Simon - Owner

THE PIZZA FACTORY & FEED STORE PUB
     104 N. Center Ave.             Epworth

Pizza, Chicken, Seafood,  
Sandwiches, Salads & Mexican

563-876-3153

Plumbing - Drain Cleaning - Back flow Testing - Heating & Cooling - Electrical
Concrete Construction - Excavating - Trucking

East Iowa Mechanical 
East Iowa Construction

302 North Center Ave 
PO Box 59
Epworth, Iowa 52045

Office: 563-876-5573
FAX: 563-876-9063

office@east-iowa.com

Moonen Law Office
Licensed in Iowa and Illinois

111 West Main St. - PO Box 57
Epworth, Iowa 52045

563-876-3451

www.silkers.com

101 West Main
Epworth, Iowa
563-876-5575

Eastern Iowa Dairy Systems, Inc. 
105 3rd Ave NW  Epworth, Iowa 52045

John Gile & Jon Craigo 
563-876-3087
eidairy@iowatelecom.net

Kramer Mini-Storage
520 Richards Drive 
Epworth, Iowa 

563-542-3608 or 563-876-3425

Laminate Works, LLC

DIRK  DEUTMEYER
105 1st Street SW
PO Box 448
Epworth, Iowa 52045-0448

 
phone 563-876-3532

laminateworksllc@gmail.com

countertops  - laminate cabinets  - custom laminate products
Then & Kramer Construction 
Shannon Kramer
Owner-Contractor-Builder

New Home Construction - Remodeling - Additions - Finish Work

563-543-8927
413 E Main Street 

Epworth, Iowa 52045 

RAUSCH'S SERVICE CENTER, INC.
15661 Ludescher Ln. Durango, Ia 

office 563-744-3704
HEATING, AIR CONDITIONING, 

ELECTRICAL & PLUMBING
30 Years Experience

Cornerstone Concrete
811 W. Main Street

Epworth, Iowa

DON RUSK | PRESIDENT
donrusk@ruskmetal.com

635 E. Main Street  
PO Box 271 

Epworth, IA 52045

563-876-3311 
Fax: 563-876-9402

800-235-7547  
www.ruskmetal.com

106 W. MAIN STREET
EPWORTH, IOWA

Rosiescoffeeh@gmail.com
Rosie's Coffee House
Rosiescoffeeh

Captured By Corbin
Photography

Allison Corbin
563.581.3884

www.CapturedByCorbin.com

563-542-1485

HEFEL PORTABLE  
SERVICES, LLC 
Aaron Hefel 
563-543-2951
Epworth, Iowa 
Hefelps@gmail.com 

Highview Cemetery
A Non-Denominational Community Cemetery
Contact:
Bob Rolwes - 563-663-1182

Schipper Family Chiropractic, P.C.
Specializing in total family care, infant to elderly

Kyle A. Schipper, D.C.
Chiropractor

     563-876-3777

210 Bierman Road
Suite F
Epworth, IA 52045
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Epworth Community Historical Society 
110 Bierman Road - Suite C
PO Box 434 
Epworth, IA 52045

Tom Simpson, President			  563-876-3160                     
Deb Connolly, Vice President    		  563-744-3158
Betty Mausser, Secretary/Treasurer	 563-876-3293

Historical Museum or Caboose tours  
available by appointment
Tom Simpson, President			

Voice of Progress 
Dianne McDermott			   563-543-3721
Sandy Kass				    563-580-3102
Betty Mausser				    563-876-3293
Jenna Gibson				    563-876-3353
Tom Simpson				    563-876-3160

Bulletin Board

Epworth Post Office  
103 N. Center Ave. | 563-845-2001

Retail Window Hours 
Monday - Friday
9:00 - 11:30 AM;  1:00 - 3:45 PM
Saturdays 9:00 - 10:00 AM

Lobby Drop Slot: Postmarked & sent same day 
Monday - Friday - latest is 3:45 PM

Outside Collection Box: Postmarked & sent same day 
Monday - Friday - latest is 3:30 PM               
Saturday - latest is 9:45 AM

Community Meal
The meal is served from 11:15 AM to 12:00 PM at the St. Patrick Church Hall in Epworth. Enjoy 
your meal while being entertained by the music of Emil Weber. Delivery service and carry-outs are 
available. All are welcome! For questions, or to order carry-outs, contact Sandy (563-580-3102).

 
Bread of Life 
Bakery items available Mondays, 8:30 AM to noon at the St. Elizabeth Pastorate Faith Formation building, next 
to the pastorate offices. Donations accepted.

Epworth Community Food Pantry and Clothes Bin
Both are open the fourth Monday/Tuesday of each month from 4:00 - 6:00 PM, and every second Saturday 
from 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM or by appointment. Excludes holidays. The location is in the St. Elizabeth Pastorate 
Faith Formation building, next to the pastorate offices. Please call Patty 876-3890, Barb 876-3350, Karen 513-
9001 for food pantry, or Michelle 845-1480 for Clothes Bin.


