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This week, Ray “Bubba’ So-
rensenis‘justrockin’it”

~Actually, hismusical choice ,

“ispretty mellow: hisartiswhat
“rocks’ Monday morning,
Sorensen is painting alarge
boulder to honor veterans in
a heated tent outside the Ep-
worth fire station and city hall.

He's working against a tight

“deadliné: the boulder mustbe
completed by its dedication, at
10am.Saturday, Nov. 21,

- Organizer Cindy McDer-
mott has been fundraising

for the project for more than

a year, after seeing multiple
Freedom Rocksin other coun-
ties and hoping that Dubuque
Countywould participate. She
connected with Josh Jasper of
Resources Unite to kick-start

the Dubuque 095@N Free-
dom Rockand'said she has

had widespread, positive par-

ticipation..

Sorensen painted @Hm first

Freedom Rocknear his home-
town 17years ago, and he re-
paintsitannuallyasadonation

to honor America’s veterans.

Em said he wasinspired by the
movie mmem@E&S@mmw as
well as the service of an uncle
who was a U.S. Navy Seabee
during the Vietnam War.

He has now painted rocks
inabout 40 of Towa’s 99 coun-

ties, and noBEmﬁbm the tour

isexpected to take him several .

more years. Sorensen spends
about a week painting each
county Freedom Rock.

‘Sorensen studied art and.
design at Iowa State Univer-:

sity and has a mural business
when he’s not painting for

that will remain unaffected by

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 2015

o , , ‘ Sara Millhouse meQSS
mm< “Bubba” moﬂm:mms is spending a week paint-
ing the Dubuque County Freedom Rock, as part of
an effort to paint large boulders in honor of veter-
ans in all of lowa’s 99 noczdmm. ,

UVlight as the years wear on,
and though the artwork may

@mﬁow. He uses mEn&\m paint

be subject to some weather

weat; itisexpectedtolast20-30

years, McDermott said.
Sorensen said thatwhenhe
got theidea to paint Freedom

Rocks across lowa, he had
_ three goals in mind: to thank

veterans, to promote Iowa
tourism and to feed his fam-
ily. He has dao oEaHmP mmmm
4and 1.

He mﬁma Em,ﬁémow inOs-

kaloosa and will start painting
m%maoﬁ Rocks again in April:

is scheduled to take place in
the Epworth fire station. At-
tendees will be able to visit the

Freedom woow oﬁmim m&mH .

theunveiling,

Both anmﬂuon and mo-
rensenare QOmm&Euma about
the details of the painting.

McDermott said that they're

incorporating mm<mHE local
veteranstoriesinto the design,

 andthese detailswillbeasur-
‘prise atthe dedication.

- Sorensen did the rough
design of the rock, with input
from McDermott. When it
came time to paint the boulder,
the design became subject to
the rough, three- gmﬂ&ob

surface of the rock.

He said that the @Hgml is

; ?Ebpmm its tourism mission,

_ bringing visitors who want to

McDermottsaid that, with
%Eﬁoﬂmommﬁ the dedication

see themall’ and bikers who
e “groupies” who re-visit the
OEWEE Freedom Rock year

- afteryear.

DetailsonF ﬂammmoa mcnwm
EmosmwOE the state can be

found on his website, www.

Emmmmmoao%noB “Thisis
justapuzzle piecetoa 99- -plece
puzzle;” Sorensen mmi :




